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President's Message

by Mike Baldwin

1994 ANNUAL MEENNG
On Sahrrday, November 5, we had

our annual meeting at the Holiday lnn
at APA. Each Officer and Director
presented a short report on the activi-
ties of their respective areas of
responsibility during the past year.54
Members attended, 20 more than last
year.

The increased fum-out was consis-
tent with the increase in CPA activity
and membership over the past year.
We have increased our advocary,
representing the GA pilots of
Colorado in many areas.

The membership has increased
substantially, growing to a record 542
members from a start last November
of 433. For$-six dropped out for a
variety of reasons, and Membership
Records Chair Terry Barbo
processed 155 new members. The
plot of membership over the year
shows no substantial increase until
mid-year, followed by steady growth
to the present level. Most of our 25o/o

increase occurred in the last half, with
outyin g communities well-repre-
sented. Since no single activity can
be credited, I can only assume that
the word on our advocacy and repre-
sentation is getting out.

Thanks to all of you who renewed
and joined up as new members. The
larger we are, the stonger our voice
and the more we can do for you as
GA pilots.

Emily Howell V\hmer was our
speaker at lunch. She eloquenty
described the path she took (7000
hours worth) to become the first
female hired as a pilot by a scheduled

airline. She is a real pioneer and we
were honored to hear her (She is also
GPA member number one).

Your new officers and directors
were installed, and Mick and Loretta
l/\filson were honored by CPA and the
99's for their service to aviation in
Colorado.

Another new director has been
named. He is Dr. Dean Ha!!, who will
be EAA Liaison. Dean is a National
director o15y'y\. He resides in Ft.
Collins, where he keeps an RV*4 and
a Steen Skybolt as pets. Dean built
boffr aimlanes, enjoys aerobatics, and
has been in the air for 43 years.

CENTRAL COLOR,ADO REGIONAL
NRPORT

"General Aviation News and Flyef
reports that the Cenbal Colorado
RegionalAirport (CCRA) will be active
in 1995. lt is intended to be publicly
owned but "financed, developed and
operated privately.' The physical
details show this as a fine facility, witt
a startup of two commercial flights
daily during the ski seasoft. Planners
intend ground-breaking in April, with
operations starting nine months later.
Wow.

CCRA would be the highest
commercially-served airport, at
9,600'MSL. Paulde la Garza, in
charge of marketing for CCRA, is
quoted as predicting that GA will
account for 30% of taffic. He also
has said that American Airlines has
agreed to serve CCRA.

DAWD AND GOLIATH
To'quote furher ftom GAIV&E the
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Van Aire Community, host of an
annual CPA fly-ln and home of
Director Steve Harless and many
CPA members, is credited with being
active enough to obtain space under
the 'B'Airspace for ibelf and for
other GA airports as well. CPA Mce
President and AOPA Liaison Bil!
Hamilton is credited as being a key
player in "the fum-around for
Van Aire.'

The article also states that the Van
Aire residents became more dosely
aligned with CPA, and that'ThLs
group was a voice for general
aviation."

This configuration of the 'B'
Airspace is a prime example of how
CPA can help pilots in Colorado. After
DIA opens, we will keep a close
watch on how the system actually
works, and will press for any improve-
ments needed.

C OLO RADO DI SC RETI O NARY
AWANON GRANT,S

ln the first week of October, the
Colorado Aeronautical Board met to
consider Discretionary Aviation Grants
(CPA Director Mike Silva is a
member of that board). Projects were
selected to assist airport maintenance
and sponsors for matching federal
funds, and those meeting federal,
state and locally+nandated programs.

A total of $1,238,489 was appropri-
ated to fund 33 airport improvement
projects throughout the state, for an
average grant of about $38,000. Most
were in the area of pavement repairs
and equipment purchases.

These grants were all for general
aviation airports. CAB is a fine organi-
zation which is of great benefit to GA.

Dennis Roberts reported that three
local airports may be listed in the
National Transportation System as
airports of national significance -

Denver, Colorado Springs and
Centennial met the criteria for
inclusion.

The Board also received ftom
NASAO the award for the most innov-
ative state program, the Aircraft
Rescue and Fire-Fighting taining
program. Gongrafu lations, Dennis.

GPA has written to the Governor's
Ofice recommending the reappoint-
ment of Dick Bucknell, Peter Lert and
Mike Rock to the CAB. ln this we are
in alignment with CAOA. Continuation
of their fine work requires some
continuity.

NEWS FROM AOPA
AOPAs Expo '94 set a new record

with 8,358 attending at Palm Springs.
There were 300 exhibitors and 60
aircraft on display. More than 1,000
planes were parked at Palm Springs,
with more at Bermuda Dunes and
Banning.

AOPA agrees with FAI(s proposed
three-year class lll medical, but
disagrees with its limitation to those
under 40. Me too. Please write on this
issue. Three-year Class lll medicals
will not affect safety, and will reduce
the cost of flying.

CPA B(,.ARD RETREAT
For the second time, Board

members met early in December for
an all-day session to chart the course
of CPA for the year. We can look
forward to an active year of repre-
senting your rights as pilots,
promoting safety through training, and
conducting various flying events.
Nearly all aviation organizations in
Colorado are represented on the
board.

Officers and directors are listed in
the back pages of Flight Lines. Please
callwith your needs.
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Feb 2l
Feb

May 6

Jwre 24-25

July 27-Aug 2

Colorado Aviation Calendar 1995

Legislative Coffee, Marilyn Taylor, 303-32 I -3500

UNITED STATES PILOTS ASSOCIATION, Winter meeting, Austin, Texas.

lnfo: Bob McClure, VP Meetings, 816-452-2083.

Mountain Flying G_round Course, Colorado Pilots Association.

lTth Annud EAA Rocky Mountain Fly-In, Greeley, CO lnfc: 303-356-9I4I

E.AA Annual Fly.In Conveation, Oshkosh, WI lnio: 414-426-4800

Ihe tolorado filotr

Anmiation

wirhei yoil and yottr the

hut for thr llolidayi

Pleese Note:
Ihc November lccue ftont pcge

photoof Flight Llu mteepelledihe
nrme of CP^{er Blll Totrcri ttt
(we apologize for the error)

IIVASTBD Tl) IlUl'r
Used transponder- Model KT76A
Preferred, or will consider KT78A, KT76,
KT78, or AT150 Narco.

Call Jim Hogan: home 719-275-2830
work 719-269-4034
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Hs An istmns thant

I pointed che Clssnr. hnrueNo.rd after a routlttc fl.r4ht
Lt was a aLd and ftostg Decewiloer ntght,

tllr. fwLL maon overhca.d shaun dawn brught
oud. reflzcting on tlw snow it LLt u.p thc nr4ht,

tlw. stars were akoout stron4 a nd brr4ht
but ottc in partk*lnr ox if to gwine. mA ftiqht,

thz evenlng'stnr Ln thc southwest skq
dLreccLg ofi cotusewlththc routz I was to flry,

o*r.d. Lt remlnd,cd re. of thc Bethk,lwvnstar
tttpLt lad thc wlse wu.n Ln frcm afan

to ot stotblc tn townwhcre thcrc lag
a tlng Lnfomt wrapped Ln rags a.slcep on the hng,

tlre wxe rlanwere jo4ous for tlwg krr;w
tha.t thc prophcsg of old", that ntght had, covne trrAp,

God lnd, sent a.Saviar n a slnfwL manklnd
HLs uetA owlt solr to lf.ed tlw blnd,

He dld,nt covnc lo estahllsh w reltg'nn, Aousee,
btrt rp seek a.nA. sa.ve'thstt whi.ch was lost, gow ond me,

He cobm€ t:.r,tlp be sewed
bfi to wuinlstcr to vnonklnd\ vueds,

He ame to brlng lape and jog
a a lwpelnss ovrd, jogl.ess worLd,

He cotme to off7 forgwencss of our slns
an d ete r rnl s otLv otEia w Lf w e w o dd. b ut cnLL o tt H is t1plvt1e,

ru4 lwmetoutn lt4h3 cavne Lnfn vrcw
sLnd, thc uenLng sta.r naw on thc hnrizon

Lts gui.d.vrq toskwas throu4h,

thc jog otnd Lape and pearc of rcaL Ch,istwrrrs
wsLs rektvdlcdin mg lwartthat nrqht

so l'LL revnemher this z,;s.my chrxtnws flr4ht.

M't{,hoP"L ).vtidnr

5



Heard Along the Flight Line

IKEVIN BUNNELL, manager of
Weld County Airport, tells us he plans to

combine the Colorado Air Festival, intro-

duced at the airport two years ago, with

the Annual EAA Rocky Mountain Fly-in.

The combined event is scheduled June
2+25.

lAh Traffic Controller Ceorge

Sammeth from Jeffco Tower offers a few

tips, for pilots operating out of the

aAport, on communication techniques to

minimize frequency congestion. His

rernarks appear the Fall issue of the

Frequent Flyer, the airport's Fall 1994

newsletter. They are repeated here

because they make sense and could

possibly be used at other airports.
/Say it all s6 1[9 first call On

initial contact with the tower or ground

control, state facility you are calling, your

call sign, where you are, what you want

to do, and ATIS code. Example: "Jeffco

Tower, Cessna l89AB, over Tri-County

Airport, inbound for touch and go's, with

Echo." "Jeffco Ground, Cherokee

4567D, on the east ramp for taxi with

Juliet." This will reduce multiple trans-

missions per plane and reduce conges-

tion.
/Shorten cdl sign to last three

digits after initial call. In the examples

above, the calls should be shortened to

"Cessna 9AB" and "Cherokee 67D" on all

subsequent calls.

/Frequency Changes. VFR depar-

tures should remain on tower frequency

while in Class D airspace, which extends

for a five statute mile radius frorn the

airport. If you wish to leave frequenry

while in Class D airspace, request a

frequency change. Ifyou are at least five

miles out (and therefore out of Class D

airspace), frequency change is at your

discretion, and there is no need to

request permission.
TVANITA GALLO must feel like a

bachelor these days. Construction prob-

lems in completing the 2nd home they

are building in Costa Rica are keeping

husband Frank on the site. Though he

did manage to get home for

Thanksgiving and renew acquaintances,

the following day he rushed back to

Costa Rica. His urgency for a speedy

completion is the scheduled visit by a

group of CPAers in late JanuarY.
rThe CPA flight to Costa Rica will be

a small plane trip involving about six

aircraft. It is expected to route through

Brownsville, Texas and along the east

coast of Mexico on the way down. As the

crow flies, the distance is something over

2,100 nautical miles.

IWe note that fuel consumption on a

Boeing 757 at high speed cruise (490

knots) is roughly 10,000 pounds per

flight hour.

Considering the fuel burn in a typical

Mooney is about l0 gaVhr, a one hour

trip by a 757 would burn enough fuel to

keep a Mooney flying for 166 hours . . .

or about two years of flying time for tie
average general aviation pilot.

lCommunication seen on

Compuserve, regarding commonality

between airplanes and women: "They

both break down for no apparent reason.

Both cost tons of money to fix. TheY
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look a lot better when painted. They

make a lot of noise . Some are faster than

others. Appears to be all a matter of reli-

gious opinion as to which is preferable."

IWorth watching how the new

Congress will respond to the proposal for

a quasi-private ATC corporation . . . and

the proposal for "pay as you go ATC."

Should it go into effect, reaction fiom
general aviation is predictable. If the

cost to use FAA services is high, pilots

will simply refuse to use them. . . with

safety consequences. There is already a

fear this will happen. lrtters sent to the

FAA caution that:
/More pilots will decline to file flight
plans, and people will be lost due td

delays in search and rescue.

/Pilots will decline weather . '

briefings.
/Pilots will avoid requesting "Flight

Following" and mid-air risks as well

as loss of situation awareness will
result.
/Instrument rated pilots will be more

likely to scud-run than file, and VFR

into IMC crashes will increase.

/Pilots will choose to do fewer prac-

tice approaches to meet minimum

currency requirements, or allow their

currency to lapse and increase their

risks.
/Instrument rated pilots will not
"waste good money" by filing IFR

flight plans when not necessary for
weather, will loose currency in
working with the system, and will
ca.use increased pilot-controller work-
Ioad and incidents when they DO

work the system.

lWe hear the Spruce Goose, the

Iarge flying boat built by Howard

Hughes, is still in pieces following its
move from Long Beach, California to

McMinneville, Oregon. Recall the

aircraft was acquired by Evergreen

Aiilines and transported by barge along

the coast and up t}le Columbia River to

McMinneville where it will be displayed

at the AirVenture Museum. Currently it
is stored in three large temporary struc-

tures behind the Evergreen office

complex. Restoration is underway with

no date for completion.

Earlier in the year the two

Messerschmitt I09s owned by Evergreen

and restored by Vintage Aircraft at Fort
Collins Downtown Airpark were shipped

for display at the museum.E

Do you haue an e,aiation issue to discuss?

CPA HOTLINE (303) 266-6266
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Reflections on Flying the Bell P-39 Airacobra
by Walt Barbo

Can't say that I am completely addicted

to using the communication feature of
CompuServe. At least, not yet. But one of
the twoway communications which

appeared in early November really caught

my attention when the question was asked:

"Would, you be so kind as to enlighlen iluse of
us wlw lnae hod tu experience in air combot,

ond in partitula,r, ru txperience in tlu P38
or Pi9, utn kind, of talbs you fouttd, ta be

tlv mast sutcessful. Wlnt uas il like clmngtng

from stick ta yohe? How did, you auoid

tuming wilh llu Zcro?

The response was from a WW II Army

Air Corps fighter ace who fought against

the Japanese in New Guinea, and who over

the Dext several days gave one ofthe most

colorful insights I have seen on combat

flying in the Pacific. His stories had partic-

ular meaning to me since I also flew both

types ofaircraft, the P-39 in trausition

tpining prior to shipping overseas, and the

P-38 itr combat. His stories were even more

meaningful to me for the reason he was

from the same fighter group I was assigned

to in New Guinea. The people and places

named brought back a lot of50 year old

memories and reflections of rny own.

His comments on differences between the

P-38 and the P-39 are worth sharing:

"Tartbs . . . lluy wue entirely diffcreflt for
euh of ll* two pl.a,rus. P-39 tartbs were uery

simplz. On those rare occasions when you

couLd get abope llu eruny plaws you modr ow

poss and tlun ron lihc a spollzd assed ape for
lnmc. You did. nnt waian, you ruuer pulbd

ilu thronk bafi, you neaer tautlud llrc prop

pilth, you'iusl ran and prayed tlu Good lard

wouW keep you in fronl far enaugh ta fu oul

of his gun range. Puckering helped a wlwb

l.ot dso."

"In tlu P-38 it uas an enlirely differenl

story. Instcad of running ue uanled ta

renain anl fight. As soon os you wenl inlo

combat, naturally euerything went foruard as

far as thq woul.d go (throtth and. prop pilch)

arul onty rorely uere they tourfud. Speed uas

our grealesl ally."
'"Ihc rule was always stay in pairs. Keep

your uingman at yux sidc. If you lose yow

wingman tlun ioin up uilh anatlw single and

become his wingma4 if rucessory. He will
offer yu prolection and you can reciprocalc.

Tlu laps empl.oyed, rhe ind.ioidual*tir approarh

tn combat. Tluy uanlzd lo lahe you on, one on

one. Auoid. this tcmpldion by all means (you

will end, up ualhing lwme). I ofl,cn had la run

a bluff on tlv erurry bccauw I was suth a poor

shot, but onytfuing ln renuoe him from oru of
your cornrdz's tail serued lhe purpose. Tlu

laps uould generaAy slay burulud. In so

daing thq bft themsehtes vulrurabb ta a lazy

eigU type tno,neutuer where you coull, fly
through their for.matinn and dtflzcl slnot at

them. Bul for Pete's sahe, do twt enler inla

Itvir circb- Wtun naking o pa"ss lhrough

ilvm tnhz certain thal you a,re couering your

uingnan and lu * coaering you. I shipped a

couplz lo trar,sports lhal b*ame oonly opti-

mistic. This uas a tearn sport wilh a uery

binting set of rulzs."

"What was il lihz clnnging from stich tn

yohz? Otu day ue lud, been flyng stick, tlu
nzxt day lhq sluu us wlure lhc suitch uas, lhe

throttb, tlu prop pikh tlu flaps handle, the
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landing gear lwnd,le, and leU us lo bring 'il

ooer tlu ruru)ay al abal 90 milcs per hour.

And you haoe iusl madz tlv transilion! I liked

tlw yohz bucr bcause you had owre. leuerage

wilh it."
"tlow did you aaoid, lurning uith the itro?

Let me ask you a qucstion. Hou da you aooid

pirhing up a ralllesnafu uith your bare

hands? Your nama did nol raise a fool, and

rwilhcr didnine! When cerbin things are

ineaita,blz and slwuld yvu prize life, you aub-

nalbally d,o tlnse lhings tlnl would prcserue

your life. In comfu,t you lcarn certoin things

real fasl ond, listen real close to tlnse that fuiac

hied rhe differenl aspecls of azri,al narfa,re.

You did nol turn with a kro!" .

Less than 10,000 ofthe Airacobras were

buift, alrnost 5,000 of which were given to

the Soviet Union under a Lend Lease

Program. Its combat career began in
February, 1942 against the Japanese in the

Port Moresby area of New Guinea. As far
as I know, the South Pacific was the only
combat theater the aircraft saw actual

combat. It was not used in the European

theater because it could not compete favor-

ably against aircraft flown by the Axis

powers. Frankly, it was not that favorable

mmDes[h ronowols

Ralph Hanson, Erie
Bob Resling, Burlington, KY
Dr. John Newell, Highlands Ranch
lan Bentley, Littleton
Gary Schafer, Boyero
Harry Young, Pagosa Springs
Edward Haase, Eveqreen
VVhlter Gifrin, Pueblo West
\Mlliam Wright lll, Thomton
Dr. VVlayne Sand, Boulder
Richard Bucknell, Buena Vista
J. G. Montague, Golden
Bob Liddle, Granby
Don Boyle, Boulder
Emily Wamer, Granby
BillTotten, Aurora
James Hogan, Canon City
Carl Mason, Parker
William Reed, Denver
Helen Pustmueller, Denver
Burte McClure, Fort Collins
Robert Billings, Lafayette
Dudley LeBeau, Aurora
Mike Vader, Gunnison

' from UNIVAIR
*The Worlil's Largest Stock of New Piper Parls is Righl here in Colorado! .*'

We stock original Piper and high quality UNIVAIR FAA-PMA parts. Our 43,000
square foot facility holds a complete line of parts for Aeronca,Champion, Citabria,
Cessna 120, !4O, 17O,'1.72, Ercoupe, Alon, Forney, Piper J-3 to PA25, and Stinson
IO8 series aircraft. From wings and major components to tires and batteries.

"-. Come to UNIVz{IR to help keep your classic airtrafl in the air.n-
UNMIR Aircraft Corporation Dept. CPA, 25oo Himalaya Road

Aurora. CO Eooll fust off 32nd Avenue Parkway on Himalaya RoadI
Oo-.

I
-.4303 375-E6E2 FAX 3O3 375-EEEE Telex 31732? 

-
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against the Japanese.either. At that time,

however, it was the only aircraft available.

My introduction to aircraft was at

Victorville AAF Base, California in late

March, 1944. I received my Army Air

Corps wings in the graduating class of 44C

(March, L944) at Williams AAF Base,

Chandler, Arizona and was transferred to

Victorville for transition 62ining in frghter

aircraft.

Our P-39s weretr't much to look at. They

were the ones transferred out ofNew

Guinea when the groups there transited to

P-38s. Though they had only a few

hundred hours, most had been run hard,

they were war weary and required

continual maintenance. But for those of us

coming out of flying school, nothing looked

quite so beautiful. With its needle nose and

huge l2 cylinder Allison powerplant, it
promised to be a real screamer. Imagine

the eicitement within the group of 19-20

year olds when given an opportunity to fly

this kind of a hotrod.

Our stay at Victorville was for only 2-3

weeks. Long enough to check out in the

atcraft and fly a few hours to gain confi-

dence. No tactics. Several days learning

the systems, a btindfold checkout in the

cockpit to make certain you knew where

the systems were, then about a 30 minute

flight to get a feelfor it.. This was to be my

6151 flight in a single place aircraft. Also my

first flight in a tricycle gear aircraft. The

flight was srictly routine. Stalls, slow speed

flight, simulated approaches to landing.

Same thing anyone would do witl an unfa-

miliar aircraft. The best rate of climb speed

of 160 mph gave about 3,000 feet per

minute climb. It stalled at 105 mph clean

and 90 with wheels and Ilaps down.

Instructions were to do the approach at 130

mph and reduce to ll0 at the threshold.

With the tricycle gear, landing was a piece

of cake.

After a few more flights the learning atti-

tude quickly changed to one ofbravado
and curiosity as to how fast it would go. I
can still recall one flight, on the deck,

screaming over the open sage brush of the

Mojave Desert, everything forward, flat out.

It. was the first time I had ever seen an

airspeed indicator reach 400 miles per

hour. But what a fuel guzzler. The

internal fuel tanks held only 86 gallons. I
returned after a flight of only 20 minutes

with nearly dry tanks.

The training was exciting but also

sobering. Two training accidents in the

first weel,, both fatals and both involving

engine failures and attempts at forced land-

ings, brought home the reaiity that this

aircraft was more than just a toy. Frankly,

the "engine behind pilot" design didn't
make it the best aircraft for belly-landings.

My first exposure to body bags! Sobering!

The aircraft was relatively small.

Wingspan was only 34 feet, length 30 feet.

And it weighed in at about 8,000 pounds at

full gross. In comparison, the T2l0 I fly
has a span ofnearly 37 feet, length of28
feet and gross weight ofabout 4,000

pounds. One of tlie things I liked most

about the P-39 was that it seemed to fit like

a glove. Sitting in it I always felt like I
could reach out and touch the wing tips.

You felt molded to the aircraft such that

aircraft and pilot were one. Exceptionally

maneuverable. Fantastic perfiormer in rolls.

Sluggish in climb and speed above 15,000

feet. For me, though, it was the hottest

thing in town.

The Allison powerplant was rated at

about 1,125 horsepower at what was

termed Military Power. This was achieved

at 44.5 inches of MP at 3,000 RPM. Fuel
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The P-39 Airacobra was designed as a low level pursuit ftghter. lts firepower
consisted of four 0.50 caliber machine guns and a 37 mm cannon.
Photo rcproduced couftesy of Confeclerate Nr ForcQ Museum.

burn at this power setting was nearly 140

gallons per hour. Takeoffpower was at

50.5 inches and 3,000 RPM. And there was

a wire on the throttle guadrant which you

could push through to get what was called

War Emergency Power. Breaking the wire

would give you 1,42O horsepower and a top

speed of about 400 MPH. It was the power

setting used frequently in combat . . . as

well as the power setting I used in my little
jaunt across the desert floor.

After about three weeks in Victorville we

were olf to Ephrata, Washington for tactical

flight training in the P-39s and later, the

P-63 King Cobra.

The three month assignment at Ephrata

was the first time in my brief military career

to that point in which I felt treated like a

gentleman. Victorville was a step beyond

flight school. But we were treated little

differently. We still had to march in forma-

tion to the flight line and to classes. There

was no drill sergeant, but there was a

"groundpounder" captain who performed

the same function. No time offbase. Not
that it mattered. There was no place to go

from Victorville. But Ephrata was

different. More casual. Relaxed. It wasn't

long before most pilots had thrown away

those plastic rings which shape the hats and

crushed them to a 50 mission look. And

there were the occasional trips to Seattle . .

. a real treat for me since my home town

was just a few miles away.

Our training at Williams Field had

included some gunnery training in T-6's.

But it would never compare to the feeling

of flying a P-39 at ground targets while

firing a 37 mm cantron and a couple of .50

caliber machine guns. Actually, the P-39

had four .50 caliber guns, two in the

fcrward fuselage and synchronized to flre

through the propeller and one located

under each wing. For training purposes we

never fired more than one or two. What an

experience it was to fre the cannon. Felt

like the atcraft stopped in mid-air after

each round. I often wondered what it did
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to the aircraft structure.

It was during air-to-ground gunnery that

I learned about one ofthe aircraft's bad

traits. Controls were very light and with
gentle touches it would fly like a lamb. But

if the pilot pulled back too hard on the sticl
the aircraft would go into a high speed stall
This is what was attributed to two aircraft
accidents over a tltree week period during
my tour at Ephrata when aircraft Ilew into
ground targets while on strafing runs.

I didn't know either of the two and,

thereficre, didn't feel the trauma of the acci-

dents. But what was to happen a few weeks

later did. It happened oo 3 flight of four
while performing a formation loop. I was

flying number two position. As we were

going over the top I noticed our airspeed

was getting a little low. On looking back I
noticed Three and Four were falling back,

and then saw Four fall into a flat inverted

spin. He was able to g€t out of the aircrali .

. . but not hr enough away to avoid

contact. As luck would have it, when his

chute opened it snagged on the pitot tube

ofthe aircraft, stayed there for a few

rounds of the spin, was filally thrown free,

after which the pilot and collapsed chute

descended to earth like a rock tied to a

piece of string. This was the first time I felt

trauma during my experiences. Number
Four was a close friend who had joined me

on severa-l of my Seattle trips.

Before the Ephrata tour was over it
would be my misfortune to also have to

leave an aircraft. It happened over the

Columbia River near the town of
Wenatchee. I was on a flight of two on an

air-to-air gunoery practice mission. It was a

simulated dog fight, similar to what the

local Sky Fighters lnc. offers in its
Skyfighter for a Day program. Or like you

see in "top gun" filrns. It was on one of

these passes when the engine on my P-39

literally exploded. Suddenly things got

very quiet. Fortunately, my altitude was

nearly 10,000 feet and I had a few

moments to think. My first thought (still

can't believe I did this) was to pull the

Form I-A out of is container in the right
door and place it inside of the front of my
flight suit. This form was the squawk sheet

used by the military for pilots to identi&
mechanical problems with aircraft. My

thought was to take the form back to base

with a complaint on the in-flight engine

failure.

Getting out of the aircraft proved a little
challenging. After slipping the Form l-A
into my flight suit I pulled the release on

the right door. The P-39 has two doors,

but the right hand door was the recom-

mended door for exit because there was less

equipment in the way. The procedure

called fior slowing the aircraft down to

something over staU speed, with the aircraft
pointed down slightly in a stight turn to the

right as you exited. But frankly, when I
pointed the nose slightly down it gained

airspeed like a rock. So I chose to hold it
slightly nose high. It still indicated about

140 mph when I left it. But leaving it
wasn't that easy. Picture, if you will, the

problem of flying the aircraft with your
right hand and having to shift the control
to your left hand as you lifted your left leg

over the stick on departure. That little
gymnastics maneuver is my most vivid

memory of the departure.

Crawling out on the wing proved rela-

tively easy. I can recall going hands and

knees alrnost to the end of the wing beflcre

the rush of air blew me off. There was no

problem with tail surfaces. My only

problem was I probably pulled the ripcord
too soon and got the wind knocked out of
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Wdcomo low tom[er
Funoar, ll\byne
2449 S. Keamsy
Denver, CO E0222

Lundqubt, Eric
13124 Merorry Ddve
Littfeton, CO 8o'124

l/Uolk, Mark A.
6160 S. olathe Stroet
Aurora, CO 8d)16

Terry, Gail
P.O.Bp,x227
Gardner, CO 81(XO

Kelly, Nanc'y C.
4671 Co. Rd. 241
Neur Caslh, CO 81647

Hall, Dean
5717 Southridg€ Grens Blvd.
Fort Collins, CO 8(825

Novacek, E. F. (Gene)
P. O. Box 273
Hayden, CO 81639

Mctlenry, George B. Jr
4016 North Drlv€
Pueblr, CO 81fi)8

me when the chute opened. Couldn't get my

breath for what seemed like an eternity. First

thing I remembered was Iying face down in

the harness with the seat and canopy floating

above. As I lay there getting my wind

wouldn't you believe, the Form l-A slipped

out of my flight suit . . . along with a chapstick

that I always kept in my pocket. They did not

seem to be falling that fast and I tried to grab

them as I fell. But they soon outdistanced me

. . . so I pulled the seat under me and sat

back to enlry the rest of the trip to earth.

As sooa as I could get my sens€s I looked at

my watch to take note of how Iong it would

take to touch ground. Ca-n't explain why I
dil that unless I was thinling of adding it to

the time of the flight. In any case, it took

nine minutes to descend the nine thousand

feet. Fortunately, during the descent the

wind blew nre away from tlre Columbia River

gorge and towards farrn land. But can you

irnagine what it felt like to go over acre after

acre of bean fields . . . with bean poles in

place. L-anding, fortunately, was in an open

area near t}le town of Quincy. My only

problem was that the chute started to oscillate

as I neared the ground which suung me into

the ground on landing. Fortunately I only

sufiered a light sprain out ofthe experience

and was back flying within a week.

During the descent I saw the crash of the

aircraft far belcw me. It was a dry season in

eastern Washington and the crash started a

fire that consumed several thousand acres.

Glad I landed nowhere near. When I did

land, one of the local firmers was tltere to

pick me up. He told me that he had watched

my descent ficr several minutes and followed

me to touchdown. No, he didn't have a

daughter.

I don't rnean to nrake lfiht of an o<perience

of this type. I notice, however, that most of
us who IIy build an artificial shield around

oursehes to protect us from the reality of a

serious incident. lt is not a game, particularly

for those who fly warbirds. While I always

enjoy seeing these birds in flight, they can be

very unforgiving in any kind of an emer-

geucy. And while I truty admire eflorts of
organizations like the Conlhlerate Air Force

to keep them llyrng, I have to believe the day

is near when we must give up this ideal and

place the rernaining warbirds in museums.

Reflecting back, I remember the P-39 as

the most fun aircraft I ever flew. It was

designed as a pursuit fighter, a pb it did

exceptionally well. It had a fantastic rate of
climb up to about 12,000 feet. And it was

fast and maneuverable. Unfortunately, by

the time it was introduced to combat the

mission requirement had changed more to

one of"search and destroy" and "bomber

escort." The P-39 simply did not have the

range or high altitude capability for this kind
of mission. It was outdated before its time.
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AREA REPRESENTATIVES
BOULDER

Ken Caler (H) 3B/494-3063
BROOMFIELD JEFFERSON COUNTY
wdb( ktt (H) 30348&9780 (O) 3Gr57-9334

BURLINGTON
LdryMad< (H) 7198447884 (O) 71S84e5352

CAi{ON CITY
D€€n Ba'd (H) 719D75-OTB

COLORADO SPRINOS
KentEckhari (H) 719/5999259 (O) 719/57G9173
Lin<te 'Claffiy' Mabby (H) 71U4754781 (O) 5€6,4400

CRAIG' HAYDEN
E.J. (Gffi) l/o,vffik 303/27&4361

OELTA
Gb,l C,Ercy (H) 3e/E74-3368 (O) 303/87+3368

ORAt{DJUNCTION
Jrdy Humphries (Hl {3t242426'l (O) 303124}8479

GLENWOOD SPRINGS
John A. Campc (O) 3@/9117144 (FDq 38/9454&13

GREELEY
Kavin Bunrell (H) 36,r33C5121 (O) 303135&9141

out{NtsoN
Mktts€l J. veds (H) 3O3/Al1-51lts (O) 303/641{526
ceol Sr(o[t, (H) 3C,841-4136 (O) 303/6414526

KREMMLING'SU'II'UIIT COUNTY
Ril Lewuk (H) 3B/66&3089 (O) 303/66&3093

LEAOVILLE
Urilla Gitgutin (o) 71S,48&1 743 (Ol 7 1Sl 4e2621

LONOitONT
Muy Ann Sry,,1 (H) 303fne7481

LOVELAND AND FORT COLLINS
MilG MtBhdyn (H) 3m/226rl078 (O) 3m/2eo67

MEEXER'RANGELY
Milc M. BrE,nnen (H) 303/87&4346 (O) 30316713289

MONTROSE
Rqq Lale (H) 303/249-83S (O) 3[61249-2a44

PAGOSA SPRINGS
Ltry 8tr,Je,tt (H) 3o3rR1 -2lt€i9

PUEBLO
L* Mer (H) 719/547-3339 (O) 719i547-3339

RIFLE GARFIELO COUNTY REGIOAL AIBPORT
tuut lldmn (O) 3G/6213771

SALIOA4HAFFEE COUNTY
Joyc€ Hanagan (O) 719153$37n

SAN LUIS VALLEY
Paul FBlq $l) 719/E52-986O

STEAMBOAT SPRINOS
J@ Bi*inbire (H) 36/87$9653 (O) 3O387G7640

TRI4OUNTY
bvqty CaM (H/O) 3G/66S352

WALSENBURG
ttit<e Mam (tllol 7 $n*3782

WRAY
Lucite Bt€ds@ (H) 3@1332-5143 (O) 3O3/3i2-4956

PRESIDENT PUBLISHER
Mike Baldwin Cobrado Pibts
30:Y674-7E64(O) Associatbn
303674€E36(H) P.O. Box 2fl)911
VICE PRESIDENT Denver, CO fi22i
Bill Hamilton
303/EE7-2101
SECREIARY EDITOR
Darlene Malmqubt Davil Robe.tson
303969{511(0) 30366&8284
3O3 t68-7173(Vu
TREASURER
Robert & Ann Henley
3{13[526131(O)
303[716092(vU

CPA DIRECTORY

COIT,IMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS
AIR CLASSIC

Sfare Halcs (H) 3B/659€648
AIR POWER WEST

Dbk Jffi (q306r36&,93o1 (H)3@771 6@2
AlRSPACE

Waftq ktt (H) 3@/46&9760 (O)30S7t-9834
COLORADO AEROI{AUTICAL BOARD LIASON

Mke Silva (O)3m43O6346 (H)3O33371 424
EAA LIASON

DeanHall &t226-448€,
EOUCATION
Rqq 8€,16 (H) 303/98&0207

FLIGHT SAFETY FOUNOATPN
Midael Bagvin (H) 313/67+3836

FLY.IN EVENTS
W & CdWn Dubk (H) 303t771€148

LIAISON AOM E CAOA
Bi I Heni frn (H) .?o3t 87 -X 01

LIAISON USPA
Bt@ Hulby (fl .3Bt343€E71 (O) {3tU4-2843

MEITBERSHIP
M {ity n TaW p ) 3@/€6S-1 2As

MEMBERSHIP RECOROS
Tqty Mo (H) 3OU367{670

MOUNTAIN FLYING
Biil Uilshatl (H) 36/3ll-4744

PROORAMS CHAIRMAN A SEAPI.ANE LIASON
D€vd L witiarc ('l) 3O3/52e@36 (O) 303,67+ 1333

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Ndm Avqy (H) 303/371 -7978 (O) 27|e-1912

'Publi:ation Notioe*
Anides forlhe CPA FLIGHT LINES are sought

from members and olher organizalions. Slories
end articles can indude llying tipE, robuilding and
resloralion experiences, specbl trips, ac.tivitiea, etc.

All articles strouH be sent to:
EDITOR, CPA FLIGHT LINES
P.O. BOX 200911
DEM/ER, CO EO22O

Material for publi:ation will be accepled up to lhe
deadline date whidr appeas in FLIGHT LINES.
FLIGHT LINES shall roserve lhe right to accept,
refuse, or edit any material submitted. Publicatbn
of artides and opinions in CPA FLIGHT LINES b
nol an endorcement by the Association, nor does
the Assochlbn assurne r€8ponaibilily for the accu-
racy of the information oontained in FLIGHT LINES.
Permission is granted to r6prinl, proviled crdit b
given lo CPA FLIGHT LINES. Pleese $bmit mat6'
riel on lloppy distr wfien possible.

CopA Dead,LLne b
tl,tE 2otl,Lof earh,

mDnth.
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