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No hanger, and it's cold outside. At what temperature do you use a pre-heater if
you don't have a heated hanger? This photo is ofBart Jones, setting up his pre-

heater when we want to fly on a cold day to a ski area.

CPA WEB SITE
www : coloradoPilots.org



President's Message: Eric Jensen
You have to be flexible to fly a non-
turbocharged, non-de-iced, single engine
airplane in the winter. We planned a

Monday departure from Fort Collins for
Santa Maria, CA. Studying the weather
Sunday morning, the forecast was not good.

An r"rpslope was predicted with freezing
temps and snow. Looked like we needed to
leavc carl1, if rve u'anted to be sure and make
Christmas Eve. I figured if we took off by
l4j0 lve would make St George, UT (SGU)
befbre dark. We quickly packed and went to
the airport and made it off at 1440. We were
able to go direct with no turbulence and only
a slight headwind. Landed at St. George just
attcr dark. After gas and a sandwich supper
rve picked up an IFR clearance to finish the
trip. Our route took us right over the top of
Las Vegas. Sin City is quite spectacular from
10.000 f'eet. The forecast was for clear skies
along our route, while the LA basin was

clorrdl. Just sesl ol Llarstovr we ran into a

cloud layer. Did not notice anything coming,

.iust hit instant IMC, probably sorr.re of the
south rroisture coming through Cajon Pass.

It only lasted about l5 minutes. An event
like that really brings home the cautions of
VFt{ night tlight.

I strongly second what W. Barbo says about
AOPA and its value to general aviation.
Toscther with the EAA, AOPA lobbyists
have worked non-stop since 9/1 I to keep us

t)ving with almost all the lieedom we

enjoyed before. Ken Hamblin, syndicated
colurnnist and talk show host wrote a

colurnn supporting AOPA's Airport Watch
prograrn. It is good to see some good
publicity among the more sensational news

such as the 'Cessna' in Cermany or the heli-
coptcr stLldent at Andrews AFB.

We do nced to increase CPA visibility and

nrenrbership. We had a good discussion at

the Janr"rary board meeting. For starters we

plan to revise our brochure and create a

poster. These will be distributed to airports
around the state. ['ve been surprised by the

number of pilots I talk to that have not heard

of the CPA. One of our best sources of new
members is all of you, our existing members.

If one third of our current 690 members

recruits a new member we will reach 1000

members in no time. Do you know a pilot
who is not a CPA member?

Working with student pilots is another way
to find new members. Besides it is fun and

challenging to mentor someone through their
private certificate. I have been working for
the last year with Mark. It is fun reliving the

excitement of learning to fly. And it makes

me crack the books for regulations, theories,
procedures, etc to answer his questions. I

watched him solo last year and just last week
he finished his night, dual cross-country. I

expect he will be taking the practical exam

in the next couple of months.

We have another good fly-in schedule
planned. And there are impromptu flights
most any decent weekend. Last Saturday

several of us thawed out the plane for a

lunch flight to Goodland, KS. Dolores still
makes you welcome and serves the pie. We

are working on adding a message board for
our website to make it easier to get the word
out on these flights. Until then don't forget
email or the phone.

Fly Safe and remember to have a photo ID
with you when you fly. Eric

Flv-in Planning Commitlee Met in Jqn and Jbllowing trips

April l2il3 Minden. NB
April 26 Bentls Fort, CO
Muv 2/4 Albuquerque, NM
Muy 17 Pueblo, CO
June 7,/8 Omaha. NB
July 3 6 Mist,)uri-raaoL'
Aug 22/21 Clacier Ntl Park
Sept 20i2 I Pagosa Spgs. CO

Sept. TBD Mqrble. CO
Ocr ll/12 Cortez. CO
Nov l/3 Death Vallel, CA
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Best Rate of Climb When Flying in
Colorado by Bitt Marshall

Many times, while flying across the

high passes ofColorado, the proper
airspeed should be best rate of climb
(Vy). One can find the best rate of
climb in the manufactures Pilot
Operating Handbook (POH). However,
the number sometimes found in the
POH is not always the best rate of
climb for every situation. Also, pilots
should realize that whatever Vy value is

chosen, it is not an exact science, just

try to stay within 2 to3 knots or mph of
this value, the target indicated airspeed
(rAS).

Remember that Vy in the POH is
usually determined at sea level and at

maximum gross weight for the aircraft.
However, if we look carefully through
most POHs, we will find that if the
weight of the aircraft changes, the best

rate of climb will also change. And, if
the altitude of the flight varies greatly
from sea level, the best rate of climb is
again changed. At times these changes

are critical. This is especially true in
Colorado's high elevations.

I will use a 1918 Mooney 201 as an

example. At gross weight and at sea

level the Mooney's best rate of climb is,

from the POH, 88 knots. The Colorado
Pilots Association (CPA) Mountain
Flying Course recommends that aircraft
weight be reduced by at least 90 o/, of
gross weight to compensate for the

aircraft's loss of performance at high
altitudes. Furthermore, CPA recom-

mends when crossing a mountain pass.

the aircraft should bel,000 to 1,500 feet

above the pass for protection against

downdrafts. This is all good advice.

Now, if I look farther in the POH, I will
see that Vy is in fact different at a lower
weight and at higher altitudes.
Continuing with my example, I find
that at 90 7o ofgross weight and

at13,000 feet to clear, say Corona Pass,

the Mooney's best rate of climb is about
78 knots. So under these conditions the

target speed should be closer to 78

knots than 88 knots. That is not a small
difference and could be critical for
crossing the pass. Note: As one crosses

a pass at Vy, there may be a slight gain
in altitude but that will add to the safety

of the crossing.

I examined the POH of a 1914 Cessna

182 and found similar numbers for
changes in altitude and weight. Best
rate of climb at sea level, at maxirnun.t

gross weight, is 89 MPH. The best rate,

at90oh of gross weight10,000 feet, is

80 MPH. Reducing best rate of climb
by 10 mph/kts under these similar
circumstances seems to u,ork well for
both aircraft. Many times pilots fly
alone, so the aircraft is probably closer

to 80 % of gross weight and therefore
the Vy would be a little lower than I

have just calculated.

What to do? Maybe it is worthy of
consideration to have a target Vy to use

while flying around 10,000 and 13,000

feet in Colorado. Start with the POH

Vy for sea level (gross weight) and

subtract 10 mph/kts for a new Vy rvhile
flying at or near I 0,000 feet (10 and

l0). Remember, this is not an exact
science but this will provide pilots with
a Vy that is very close to the maximum
rate of climb in these conditions.

Cont. on p. 7
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Walt Barbo

..CENERAL AVIATION IS ALIVE AND
WELL, in spite of these troubled political and

economic times" . . . a quote from AOPA presi-

dent Phil Boyer in a press release about the

growing membership in AOPA. The organiza-

tion added 12,179 new members last year for a

new total of 390,749 members (including
10,087 from Colorado). Some two thirds of the

nation's pilots are AOPA members. Boyer
notes. "Whether we are in the halls of
Congress, state legislatures, county councils, or
city halls, politicians take particular note ofthe
size of AOPA's constituency."

MEANWHILE. COLORADO PILOTS ASSO-

CIATION MEMBERSHIP hovers around the

700 level . . . less than 7%o of the Colorado

membership in AOPA. Our objectives are

similar: promoting the growth of general avia-

tion and flying safety, and protecting the rights
of pilots. Which leads to the question of why

CPA has such a relatively low membership.

COLORADO IS WELL SERVED BY AOPA.
Through countless safety seminar prograrns, the

Airport Support Netrvork, the new Airport
Watch program, and countless services
provided to individual pilots. ln addition, the

tireless efforts of AOPA Regional

Representative Bill Hamilton in protecting
airports and pilot interests. No way that we can

compete. Nor should we. Hamilton points out

that AOPA and CPA work as a team looking
after each other's interests in aviation related

rratters with the Congress down through local

government and the general public. As each

organization grows in numbers, it becomes

more valuable to the other. Which explains

why AOPA would like to see our membership

top 1,000. No question that we could be more

effective as an organization with increased

membership.

NEWSLETTER, is another of those reasons for
maintaining membership in AOPA. Though

Aero News Network at www.aero-news.net, a

daily publication is usually a few days ahead on

breaking news. However, some of the links on

ePILOT are priceless. As in the January l7
email with its link to
htto ://wrvrv.wcrl.ars.usda. gov/cec/java/lat-
long.htm, a Department of Agriculture site.

The site computes great circle distances

between 326 pairs ofcities . . . or between any

two points of latitude and longitude. For

example, the great circle distance between

Denver and San Jose, Costa Rica is 2 I 08

nautical miles. Yes, your CPS will make the

same computation. However, if you don't have

a GPS with you, it is simple to go online and

open this site. Besides, the site helpsjustify
having Internet service.

WHY MUST DEVELOPERS CONTINUALLY
THREATEN CLOSURE OF THE GLEN-
WOOD SPRINGS AIRPORT? Seems as if
every couple ofyears the city fathers forget the

value of the airport to the community and avia-

tion supporters have to rally together to thwart
renewed attempts to convert the airport to other

urban uses. I don't have feedback yet on the

latest attempt. However, the latest threat was a

scoping hearing (part of a comprehensive plan-

ning process) in the community on January l6
which looked at the alternatives of replacement

uses ofthe site such as schools and affordable

housing. Seems ridiculous to even consider

the altematives, however, the comprehensive
planning process requires the consideration of
alternatives. And we are faced with defending

our interests. If we don't, we lose by default.

As an aside, our AOPA regional representative

was there arguing our case. Little wonder we

are so supporlive of AoPA.

ONE LAST ITEM ON AOPA. Couldn't help

but notice in the ePilot newsletter of December

6,2002 that Penny Hamilton was named as

"volunteer of the month." The recognition
read, "Persistence, teamwork, and factual data

on the part of AOPA Airport Support Network
volunteer Penny Hamilton and the Friends of
Granby Airport Inc. were key in getting a fuel

price reduction at Granby-Grand County
Airport (GNB) in Colorado. By comparing4 AOPA ePILOT, A WEEKLY ELECTRONIC



prices at 50 other GA airports, they showed

the county that in order to remain competitive
with transient pilots and to be fair to the local

pilots, the fuel prices needed to be lower. As a

result, the county dropped the prices ofavgas
and Jet A by 20 cents a gallon."

HOW MANY OF US ARE FLY]NG
NAKED? ... Without insurance . . because of
the high cost of insurance following 9- I I . Or
the inability to gain insurance at any cost?

There may be some relief . . . providing we

are willing to make some concessions. As
demonstrated by the experience ofCPA
member Robert Doubek. Robert has been

attending the annual Family and FAA Wings
program offered by the Idaho Pilots

Association. His experience on renewal of
insurance through USAIG, the company

reduced his insurance premium (for a $93K
hull coverage and $lM smooth liability) from

$1730 to $1585, a savings of$148 . . .

because he had participated in the FAA Wings
program. Which leads one to conclude that

we should be supporting the FAA Wings
program. Not only in the interest of safety.

But also in the interest of reducing our cost of
flying.

ANOTHER TALL RADIO/TV TOWER
PROPOSAL. This one a 2,000 ft AGL to be

located in Albert County near Agate,

Colorado. Of interest, the FAA made a deter-

mination of "Hazard to Air Navigation" of a

similar proposal (same proponent) located a

few miles closer to the Denver Class "B" in
its determination of May 5, 2002. In that

determination, the FAA found that a tower at

the proposed location would require an

increase in the minimum vector altitude for
DIA. A predictable finding considering that

the FAA typically takes exception to any
proposal that would affect IFR operations.

When reporting on this issue, we noted that

another proponent had gained FAA airspace

approval (in a determination dated October

27,2000) on a site closer to Agate. That

proponent, after gaining FAA approval of the

Agate site, abandoned the location in favor of
a more northerly site.

In our reporting of the FAA determination on

the May 2002 proposal, we cautioned to

expect the current proponent to reposition his
proposed site closer to Agate. Which he has

done. At a site not much more than a stone's

throw from the site which gained FAA
approval in 2000. At this point, the FAA
determination ofthe current proposal is

predictable. Which leaves us with the burden

of convincing governmental officials of Alberl
County to deny zoning and a building perrnit.

SOME CHANGES AT THE COLORADO
AERONAUTICAL BOARD. At a meeting of
the board on December 18, 2002, Chairman
Dale Hall resigned to assume a new role as a

state representative fol lowing h is successfu I

election last November, CAB member Harold

Patton moves up to the position of chairman,

and John Hansen resigned to take over his
pending appointment as Secretary of
Technology. No word yet on replacement

appointments to the CAB.

ANOTHER USE FOR DUCTTAPE, MANY

of us hold parts of our aircraft together with
sparing use ofduct tape. Thought our readers

might be interested to learn that duct tape can

also be used on the human body . . . in
removal of warts. No kidding, I tried it and it
works. If curious, I invite you to log onto the

search engine olwww.google.cont and enter
"Duct tape for wart removal." Wonder if it
would also remove spot corrosion if applied to

aircraft.

HEARD AT A MEETING OF THE PLAN.
NING COMMITTEE FOR CPA 2OO3 FLY-IN
EVENTS . . . at Committee Chairman Jan

McKenzie's home on January ll. There was

some indecision on scheduling a possible fly-
in to Carlsbad, NM to view bats exiting the

caves . . . since flights ofbats from the caves

are not predictable and we could end up in

Carlsbad, at considerable expense, without
seeing what we went there for. To which
Dean Jaros asked about the possibility of
getting a "rebat."

5



ASF Offers Online lcing Brochure from B. Linenberser

It's winter time-that means it's icing season for most of the United States.

lndeed, in-flight icing remains one of aviation's deadliest situations. To help
pilots cope, AOPAs Air Safety Foundation (ASF) and the FAA have updated
and reprinted ASF's Aircraft lcing Safety Advisor.

The publication dispels many common misunderstandings-that the weight of
the ice is what causes danger; that carburetor icing is a thing of the past; and

that pilots have few options to avoid ice. lt also offers full-color charts and
photographs explaining the conditions that may lead to icing, the different
kinds of ice a pilot may encounter, icing hazards, and preventive steps for
escaping an icing encounter.

"Knowing what to do if you encounter icing conditions, and just as importantly,
how to recognize the potential for icing before ever leaving the ground, are
among the most important skills a pilot can have," said ASF Executive
Director Bruce Landsberg.

The publication is available free of charge online at www.aopa.org/asf/oubli-
cations/sa 11 . pdf <http://rarunry.aopa.org/asf/publications/sa1 1 . odf>. A printed

copy may be ordered by calling 800/638-3101.

A copy of the repo(, number 02119, is available online at
www.cami.jccbi.gov/aam-400A/Abstracts/Tech Rep.htm
< http://www.cam i.jccbi. gov/aam-400A/Abstracts/Tech-Rep. htm>.

?

lfhe Zztfr Annual Denver to Jackpot Air Classic will be held on Saturday, July

112,2003. There has been much talk about the future of the Air Classic due to
lthe decline in participation along with reduced support from Cactus Petes
casino. During a recent CPA Board Meeting, the board members voiced over-
whelming support for the Air Classic. Much of the feedback was positive, but
it seems that some people would like to see changes made to the race. Some
of the changes suggested include having the race start at Rock Springs,

lhaving a poker run along with the race, having a different destination, ort
lhaving different check points. I would like to hear your ideas and suggestions

lfor the Air Classic. Please feel free to contact me at (303) 766-0742 or email
!to rkvenohr@aol.conr.

I
lRobert Venohr, Air Classic Chairman
I
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ERS
from Penny Hamilton

Bob and Carolyn Doubek are very
active CPA members. They will cele-
brate their 20th CPA membershiP
anniversary in just a yeat or two.
They own and love a gorgeous
Cessna 182 Skylane since 1984,
which has a recently built, large,

hangar home at Granby
NB) airport when the Doubeks

their Grand County Mountain
n, and has a long time parking

pot at Centennial (APA) when Bob
Carolyn are found at their

ial/Littleton home.
This couple has enjoyed their

membership by volunteering to
rve on various committees, host

pilot parties and most of all, fly with
low CPA members. From whale

ing CPA fly-ins in California to
Mexico to hike ancient ruins to the
Caribbean to dive and snorkel, they
are "game" to enjoy the fellowshiP
offered by CPA sponsored social
events.

Bob Doubek says, "Social activi-
ties provide a reason and a means
to help stay current and proficient.
We have made many very good

friends who share our love of flying
and adventure through CPA."
Bob received his Private Pilot
Certificate in 1946. CarolYn has

in the cockpit helPing navigate
many years of flying adventures

h, the stories they tell!
But, CPA according to Bob, offers

more benefits of membership. "CPA

is a great pilot organization which
represents pilots and atrcraft owners
politically in Colorado, too. Pilots

should join CPA in order to be repre-
sented in regulatory and other polit-

ical matters which affect flying in
Colorado" Tall towers, curfews, any
issue which impacts Colorado pilots

is of interest to your Colorado Pilot
Association. Phone, email, attend a
CPA Board meeting or join one of the
many committees to helP Protect
and promote GeneralAviation in

Colorado. Volunteers are alwaYs

needed and always welcome.

cont. from p. 3 Best rate of climb

Determine the numbers for Your
aircraft and write them on your check-

list. Send me the results. I would like
to know. BillMarshall, CFI: bill-
marlys@juno.com. 303-341-1920

Factoid
Colorado Contributions to general aviation,

Part #2

Question: Which famous light-plane designer

was a Colorado native? Which airplanes are

his creations?

CPA Extends Major Thanks!
The Dec Holiday party was a roaring

success this year, and the party ended on

a high note with a DJ playing dance

music until the doors finally closed. The

DJ and music was provided as a gift to
those who attended the party by Peggy

Long, Sarah Dolliver and Bill
Linenberger. Plenty of special prizes

were given as door prizes, and the meal

was delicious. We hope to have dance

music for our 2003 event, look for it in
December on our CPA Event Calendaq

and be sure to save the date! A Big
Thanks also to Peggy, Sarah and Bill for
organizing the special event.

7



Answer: Al Mooney was born in Denver in 1906.

A graduate oiSouth Denver highschool, he had several

.lobs mostly with the D&RGW railroad. Through his
own reading, he was very knowledgeable ofeverything
aeronautical, and he hung around airports. ln 1925,
simpll' be being in the right place at the right time,
Mooney and his knowledge came to the attention of J.

Don Alcxander. Alexander wasjust launching his new
aircrali manufacturing business (See previous
FACTOID). He hired Mooney to work on the

Eaglelock pro.ject.

Mooney's first design rvas the "Long-wing" Eaglerock
( 1926). The long wings meant high aspect ratio and

better pcrtbrmance at Colorado's high elevations. This
became in his own identification system, the M-1. A
short tlirtation with another company led to the high
u,ing Marshall Monoplane (M-2) olno great distinc-
tion. The M-3 was another Eaglerock variation. The

revolutionary Alexander Bullet ( 1929) was Mooney's
M-4, and the first of a long line of fast, low-wing
rctractables.

Moone;- lelt Alexander to lorm his own company
whcre in I930 he produced the Mooney M-5, a great

irrprovement on the Bullet type, fbllowed by the ultra-
light Mooney M-6. Mooney was not a good busi-
nessman, however, and this company soon failed.

As an enrployee of Bellanca in the early 30s, Mooney
designed M-7 through M-9, racers and cargo planes.

Moonel- went on to Mono Aircraft Corp. where he

designed tuo Monocoupe types (M-10 and M-ll), one

of them a twin.

Mor in-{ once again, this time to Culver Aircraft,
Moonel' designed the popular Cadet in I 939, several

target drones during World War [I, and the Culver V in
1915 (M-12 through M-17).

Founding the second Mooney Aircrafi Company in

19.18, Mooney designed the Mite (M-18). A proposed

military close ground support airplane, similar to the

Mitc, was M-19. It was never produced. In 1953, the

M-20 emerged. This is the Mooney we all love and

trust. Fifty years and many variants later, it is still
going strong.

Bullet, aka
Mooney M-4. Photo courtesy of
Colorado Historical Society. Obtained by
Dean Jaros.

Culver Cadet, aka

D. Cain.

Bird Strike Data on FAA
WgbSite from Bill Linenberger

The National Wildlife Strike Database is

now available on the FAA s website. The

information, provided by the FAA Technical
Center, is designed to provide users with
data that will allow them to better under-

stand and practice witdlife-hazard mitiga-
tion at airports through wildlife control.

The site includes an overview ofthe bird-
strike problem, the latest l2 months of
statistics regarding wildlife strikes, and

several links to other international websites

that ofler bird-strike information. For more

information, v isit <http :/iwi ldlife-miti ga-

tion.tc. faa. gov/publ ic_htm l/i ndex.htm l.>

U.S. Customs Withdraws
Entfy PfOpOSal from Bitt Linenberger

Citing "enhanced security concerns," the

U.S. Customs Service has permanently
withdrawn the General Aviation Telephonic
Entry (GATE) Program. Customs antici-
pates issuing a new proposal in the near

future.

The program allowed pilots of CA aircraft
entering the United Space to register with
Customs by telephone. The National
Business Aircraft Association criticizes the

move, which it says was made without the

advice, counsel, or consent ofthe industry.8
courtesy Roger



STUDY SHOWS PILOTS ABLE TO HANDLE INSTRUMENT FAILURES
A recent study by the AOPA Air Safety Foundation and the FAA's Civil Aerospace

Medical Institute (CAMI) shows that pilots are better able to cope with vacuum

pump failures in actual aircraft than previous simulator-based studies would indicate.

bout three accidents a year are attributed to spatial disorientation. Despite that rela-

tively low number of accidents, some previous studies using visual simulators

suggested that the majority of pilots in aircraft with retractable landing gear weren't

prepared to deal with the emergencies and fly partial panel. But the ASF/CAMI

study, which used real aircraft, shows that the loss of the attitude indicator or other

gyroscopic instruments need not be a killer IF a pilot receives adequate training and

keeps current on the ability to recognize a vacuum system failure and fly using a

partial panel. from B. Linenberger

The material in quotation marks was in
SW Aviator. I

Backcountry Airstrip AirstriP
on New Mexico/Colorado

Border Getting Much Needed
Help

The Arboles Airstrip (5V9), a recreational
airport on the shore of the Navajo
Reservoir located on the Colorado/New
Mexico border, was recently closed by
the park manager of Colorado's Navajo
State Park. Senator Wayne Allard (R-

Colo.) has asked lnterior Secretary Gale
Norton for the swift consideration of
reopening the Arboles Airstrip. This is one
of the many backcountry airstrips closed
because of the arbitrary actions of
managers who do not have jurisdiction
over a landing striP.

Allard, who has been working with AOPA
Legislative Affairs, states that the airstrip
is not in the park manager's jurisdiction to
close, but instead is owned by the federal
Bureau of Reclamation. He adds that the

Colorado General Assembly supports
reopening the recreational airport, which
has operated without incident since
World War ll. The Arboles Airstrip, like
many backcountry landing strips, faces
an uncertain future due to its blurred

jurisdiction.

The Backcountry Landing Strip Access
Act, if passed, would nationally codify the
process of airport closings, and include
local and state officials in those deci-
sions. Currently, the Backcountry Landing
Strip Access Act is awaiting action by

both chambers of Congress."
CPA members are asked to write the
head of Colorado's DePartment of
Natural Resources and urge that he work
with the U.S Bureau of Reclamation to
effect the reopening of Arboles (5V9).

lr4r. Greg Walcher, Executive Director
Colorado Department of Natural
Resources at 13'l 3 Sherman Street,
Room 718; Denver, CO 80203.

Please note: While demanding that
Arboles (5V9) be closed because the
State of New Mexico did not want anY

responsibility for the 'l ,000 feet of the
3,000-foot Arboles Airfield that is inside
its borders, New Mexico was in the
process of investing over $1,000,000 to
upgrade Navajo Lake Airport (1V0) just

18 miles southwest of Arboles. Ergo:
many of the aviation tourism dollars that
used to go into Colorado's coffers now go

to New Mexico.
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"Concerning Learning"
Down and Locked or Down and Out?

By an ononymolts contributor as told to Dean Jaros
I think olmy self as a careful pilot and the certificates and ratings I hold (glider, instrument,

commercial, instructor) should mean that I have developed many good flying habits over the

years. But one September day in 1999 showed me that a series of little slip-ups can quickly
lead to the brink ofdisaster.

IrvasofftovisitliiendsatTucson'sLaChollaAirpark,flyingfrom myhomebaseat
Frernont County (CO). Time en route promised to be about the maximum that my Mooney

cor-rld make comfbrtably on its 52 gallons. Here I made a good decision: rather than push it,

I rvould reluel at Moriarty (NM) where I knew the people who ran the FBO. It was a

routine stop with a little good conversation thrown in.

As I dropped into the pattern at La Cholla, I thought ofwhat a nice day this had been. Even

now, my fiends, who Iived at the airpark, were bantering pleasantly with me on the Unicom
ficquency. Gear lever down and

flap lever to the hall position on

dorvnwind. Reduce power on base.

More power reduction on flnal.
Then my f'eelings of well-being and

satistaction were shattered by a

tinnv but loLrd "Shriek, Shriek,
Shriek." What in the world was

that?! It took rne several seconds

to realize (realization #l) that it
the gcar warning horn. My wheels

were not down!

I recovered quickly enough and

aborted the landing, but I was

momcntarily balfled as to how I

could have gotten all the way to
short llnal before discovering that I

had a problem. I was really close to

a belly landing. The horn, which
had not uttered a peep in years,

lbrtunately'was not rusty from lack
of r-rse.

:-'.:irl;::.1--.1;:;:::.:l:: i::'i'.F-:li--li'li:::1i.:illi.ll:'i 1I;l;Al-ill'iP-{i:-:i-lii

The answer soon became very clear,

As I glanced at the panel, there was

the "gear unsafe" light glowing
brightll.. A look down at the little
floor window standard on Mooneys
qavc rne the same rnessage: no
u,heels to land on. I had ignored
two olear signs of trouble. I had

becorne used to everything working

16 well; I had taken my airplane's

We'll nrunage your mone)).

But, as far as the weather
goes ))oll're on vour own.

Tt tt, Dr,Ht lst t:t{ GRoUP

r\lAlN .l().J.76s.{J565



excellent (but not perfect) reliabitity for granted. My embarrassment over this lapse rnade my

face get warm-adding to the rising temperatures caused by the Arizona sun. Right there on

the spot, I resolved (resolution #l) to re-develop my landing check list habits.

I talked calmly to my friends on the radio and I gained some altitude. Since I had refireled en

route, I had lots of time to work my way out of this fix. I was not greatly worried. I woLrld

have to use the emergency gear extension procedure, but I had done so once befbre-tbllowing
a complete electrical failure. This , I thought, would be old hat. I popped the circuit breaker

and tried to engage the hand crank. Now I began to get a little anxious, for it would not work.

There is a knob which travels in a slot to latch the crank handle, but it would not rnove-even
after several tries. I had an uncomfortable realization (#2): the emergency gear extension

procedure was not intuitively obvious from the appearance ofthe hardware. I rentetrber

thinking that this was an extremely important point and I resolved (resolution #2) to gct out

the aircraft manual and study all the emergency procedures in some detail'

Of course, the manual! The other time I had to muscle the gear down I had a passenger. He

read the aloud the emergency gear procedures as I cranked. Maybe I just listened to the

instructions rather than learning them. That was why I did not now remetrber the exact

details. Time to get out the manual again. Then came another awful realization (#3). I had

stowed the manual in the baggage compartment-completely inaccessible from the pilot seat.

Now I knew I was in serious trouble. It seemed to be getting hotter in the airplane, but this

was only partially due to the weather. As I felt a trickle of perspiration, I came to Resolution

#3, an obvious no-brainer. Relocate the manual so the pilot can reach it!

Throughout all this I continued to talk to my friends on the ground. They were very encour-

aging and supportive. Tom said, "Phyllis, Ijust remembered that Rick Chamberlain, arr

A&B lives here on the airpark. Maybe he has the right Mooney manual." Tom called Rick,

who indeed had a Mooney manual. Eileen ran to get him while I circled above still firtilel;"

working the gear extension crank.

Rick read me the emergency procedures for gear extension, but they did not help me. The

wording seemed too general. I thought I was doing exactly as the manual directed, but the

wheels remained stubbornly in the "up" position. By now, the heat-real or imagined-was
intense. Maybe I would soon discover how much a new prop, new crankshaft, and new belly

pan would cost. But I was not yet ready to admit defeat. I thought of the old rxotto. "Never

give up." And I didn't.

Then it somehow occurred to me to pull that knob laterally rather than to push it along its

presumed course. It popped out with a click and a corresponding pin engaged the cranking

mechanism. Yet another realization (#4): the descriptions in manuals may not be sufficiently
detailed or clearly enough worded to govern the quick actions necessary in an actual enter-

gency. Of course this led to one more resolution (#4). Don't only read the emergency proce-

dures in the manual as in resolution #2, but do hands-on exercises that translate the written

descriptions into real actions that one is ready to perform.

Having realized and resolved for the better part ofan hour, I cranked the gear down and nrade

an uneventful landing. Tom, Eileen, and I spent a pleasant weekend trading flying stories and

reliving both ancient and recent airborne adventures. Rick recycled the gear and rewired the

retract lever on the Mooney. A loose connection at the switch seems to have been the

mechanical cause of it all. 
cont. on page 13 11



Fly lVart For Sale: l/4 Share 64 Skylane, 320SMOH,
l8OSPOH, Horton STOL kit, wheel pants, long

tanks,always hangered, beautiful exterior and interior, shoulder harnesses,

1 6 probe digital EGT, dual navcoms, glidescope, mode C, audio pane lwith
intercom, autopilot. Contact Frank Haurwitz, 303-649-8733
1/6 PartnerWanted: M35 Beech Bonanza. Proudly taxi into any FBO with this award

winning "V" tail. 0 TSFRM; IFR; 160 kts; Beautiful paint 10; Nice interior 8; Hangered BJC;

Tip tanks; Great partners; Very open schedule; On line scheduling; Collins audio; KN 62

DME; KX 125 nav/com; Narco AT 150 xponder; Collins nav/com; KX 85 ADF; $12,950; Fly
complex, high performance for much less-$ I 00 per month fixedi $60 per hour wet. Contact

Bob Kinney for pictures or to answer questions: 303-288-7371 or email twinlakel@aol.com.
I'd love to talk with you about this airplane!
For Sale: Partner wanted for 1991 Maule MX7-235. 998 TTSN, IFR equipped,
Century 21 autopilot, Apollo GPS and long range tanks. Plane just painted in May,

in/out at 9/10, hangered at Everitt Field (grass strip) in Parker. Extremely low fees
and 1/3 partnership available for $30,000 B.O. Call BillWoelpper @303-875-5144
anytime. Check out what you can do with a Maule at www.mauleairinc.com
For Sale 1978T-210,'l14 interest. 3450TT, 6505MOH, Collins/King, STEC 60-2, HSl,
WX8, May annual, includes ''l14 hanger, engine reserve, tug. Based atAPA. $50K.
Robe rt Venoh r, 303 17 66 -07 42 or rkvenoh r@aol. com.

Fly
(address tn the back of thelf you have a personal item

newsletter). Deadline is the
next month to be run again

to list, please submit the ad to the Ftight Llnes editor,
1 5th of each month please. These ads run once unless you contact me by the 5th of the

COLORADO CALENDAR OF AVIATION EVENTS. 2OO3

MAR 3 CPA BOARD MEETING, Boardroom, JetCenter, CentennialAirport (APA), 6:30 p.m. Info:

CPA Hotline 303/366-6226.

APR 2- 8 SUN 'N FUN EAA FLY-IN, Lakeland, FL.

APR 7 CPA BOARD MEETING, Boardroom, JetCenter, Centennial Airport (APA), 6:30 p.m. lnfo:

CPA Hotline 303/366-6226.

APR 1 2-13 MINDEN, NE (OV3). Fly-in sponsored by CPA. Fly to Minden Saturday a.m., visit the

Pioneer Museum that p.m. & Sunday a.m. The museum has a fantastic collection of memorabilia illus-

trating man's progress since the 1830's. Return home on Sunday p.m., April 13. lnfo: Bob & Carolyn

Doubek 303/771-8148 or 970/887-3871 or idacrase@4dv.net

APR 19 LAFAYETTE FOUNDATION DINNER, Wings Over The Rockies Air & Space Museum,

former Lowry AFB, Denver, 5:30 p.m. Fundraising dinner for the Foundation. First display of Red

Banon memorabilia since 1918, plus Red Barron's Triplane on display. Corporate sponsorship -

$100/plate; individual - $50/plate. Reservations required. lnfo: Andy Parks 303/6674279.

APR 26 LA JUNTA, CO (LHX). Fly-in sponsored by CPA. This one day family event begins with

lunch at the La Junta Golf Club, adjacent to the airpo(. Then we take a bus to Bent's Fort, A National

Park Service administered historic site, we will be provided with a first rate private tour. This 1830s-
'1 860s trading post was located on the Santa Fe Trail near the (then) Mexican border. lt played an

important role in the westward expansion of the US. lnfo: Jan McKenzie 970/206-5526 or

jan.mckenzie@LSlL.com

MAY 2-4 ALBUQUERQUE, NM (ABO). Fly-in sponsored by CPA. lnfo: Bart and Mary K Jones

71 9/488-0653 or jmarykathr@aol.com

MAY 5 CPA BOARD MEETING, Boardroom, JetCenter, CentennlalAirport (APA), 6:30 p.m.

museumAirpark (C012). Open House for CPA members and guests; hangar talk, classic cars; arrive

10:30 a.m., lunch at noon. Donation for lunch. lnfo: EverettAden 303/659-4517

r z JUN 21 CPA MOUNTAIN FLYING - HIGH ELEVATION AIRPORT OPERATIONS GROUND SCHOOL,



from p. 11 Concerning Learning

The human cause of it all was a series of related assumptions, all subconscious, that I had

made: I ) I really don't need check-lists; 2) Once I have performed an emergency procedrrre. I

can always remember it; 3) I really don't need access to the airplane manual; 4) manr.rals

contain all the information necessary to solve emergency problems.

However, these assumptions have now been banished. The fbur resolutions I nlade ir-r the

course of this experience are now my mantra. I am religious about check lists. I periodically

review the emergency procedures in the manual. Needless to say, the manual now resides in

the pocket ofthe seat-back. At least once a year, I perlorm emergency procedure exercises so

that I will not forget exactly what to do. In sho(, I keep these four resolutions far better tlran

any I have made on New Year's Eve. ###

"Concerning Learning"
FREE LUNCH-FREE IVIEMBERSHIP. Do you have a flying story with a lesson?

Tell it to interviewer Dean Jaros over lunch or a late afternoon drink (Dean picks up

the tab). lf the story is accepted for publication in FLIGHTLINES, your membership

in CPA will be extended for one year, free. Contact Dean at
jarosd@lamar.colostate.edu or 970 686-1 233.'

Memtrership
RENEWALS

Jim Hogan, Canon City
Ron Stowell, Denver

"Brown" Cabell, Parker

Dr. Philip Norton, Denver
William Gust, Monument

Susan Noel, Florissant
William Reed, Denver

Mark Kolber, Greenwood
Village

Paul Reader, Fort Collins
Daryl Haerther, Strasburg

Burke McClure, Highlands
Ranch

John Reams, Naturita
Gary Justus, Evergreen

Dr. Jon McMillan, Alamosa
Lewis Entz, Hooper

Jerry Schofield, Castle Rock

Shane Evans, Carbondale

George Mercer, Denver
Gary Tobey, Aurora
Bill Totten, Aurora

Jeffrey Puckett, Creenwood
Village

Tony Garrett, Golden

Jon Fullmer, Gunnison
Jack Nellessen, Castle Rock

WELCOME NEW
MEMBERS

Chad Morris
1708 E. Geddes Circle North
Centennial, CO 80122-1450

Bob J. Jones

8l l0 W. Walker Drive
Littleton, CO 80123-3550

Lincoln M. Endicott
P. O. Box 5069

Colorado Springs, CO

8093 r -5069

Milton F. Gray
799 Scoft Drive

Elgin, IL 60123-2633

C. Vincent Phelps

15842 Duquesne Circle
Brighton, CO 80603-3855

Kevin D. King
1379 Monarch Drive

Longmont, CO 80501-8708

Ann R. Luce

P. O. Box 1882

Boulder, CO 80306- I 882

Phyllis E. Wells

1938 l5th Street

Penrose, CO 81240-9008

Joseph K. Recknor

55649 E. Briarwood Place

Strasburg, CO 801 36-9703

Jack E. Wilhite
6400 Crestbrook Drive

Morrison, CO 80465-2228

David Johnson

I 1840 Columbine Street

Thornton. CO 80233-l'163

Judith Regina
P. O. Box 63521

Broornfield. CO 8002 l-
0006
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q#{
R E PR ESENTATI V ES:

CPA DIRECTORY
AREA
BURLINGTON / EAST CO

Larry Mack
7 r9l346-7884 (H0
7191346-s352 (W)
sheree4@plains.net

CENTENNIAL AIRPORT
Bob Douhek
301/771-8148
idacrase@4dv.net

COLORADO SPRINGS
Bob Figgie
7lel5s8-5llr (H)
7191338-8161 (W)
liggie92 I @prodigy.net

CRAWFORD
Roh Duncan
970/921-3400
sales@airbase I .com

DELTA
Rick Reisman
970/323-03 l s (H)
970/874-5r8r (W)
rsreis I @iuno.corn

DURANGO/ LA PLATA
Paul Staby
970/259-',7 517
jpstaby@com puserve.com

FORT COLLINS.DOWNTOWN
Ron Zasadzinski
9701227 -0489
ronz@fly'ron.com

FORT COLLINS-LOVELANI)
Jan McKenzie
970/686-r233 (H)
970/206-5526 (W)
jan.mckenzie@LSIL.corn

FRONT RANGE AIRPORT
Bill Totten
303/364-523 8
btotten@B707guys.com

GRAND JUNCTION
Deanna Strand
910/464-0723 (H)
910/2.43-43s9 (W)
curtvdw@attbi.com

JEFFERSON COUNTY AIRPORT
Daril Cinquanta
303/.123-9846
CQ70l4@aol.com

KREMMLING / SUMMIT
Ron Lewark
301/668-3089 (H)
301/668-1093 (W)
c I 85guy(!aol.corr

LONCMONT
Pat Spears
303/681-9626
PCSpears@us. ibrn.corn

MEEKER / RANGELY
Mike Brennan
970/878-4346 ( H )
970/67s-3284 (W)
nrbrennan@l)attops.net

PA(;OSA SPRIN(;S
Larry Bartlett
970t731-2189 (H)
970/73r-9552 (W)
lbflyer@frontier.net

PUEBLO
Lee Porter
7 191517-3339
leepor@mindspring.com

RIFLE / GARFIELD COUNTY
Larry Smalley
9701625-3222 lH)
303/9 r 8-7220 (M)
bellanca935 70@earthlink.net

SALIDA / CHAFFEE COUNTY
Bill Reeves
7191539-il85
reeves@chaflee.net

SAN LUIS VALLEY
Mike Entz
719/'154-3t6s (H)
719/754-2700 (W)
maentz@starband.net

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS
Steve Green
970/87',7-57 t7 (H)
970/879-57 t'7 (Vt)
sgreen@springsips.com

TELLURIDE
Fletcher Anderson
970/728-1728 (H&W)
mtnaviation@rm i.net

WALSENBURG
Mike Nlann
7 19/676-20s1 (H)
7l9ll738-2050 (W)
aimannav@msn.com

WESTCLIFFE / WET MOUN.
TAIN VALLEY

Roger MacDonald
7 t9/783-9421
skyhawk@ris.net

WRAY
Lucile Bledsoe
9701332-51 43
lmbledsoe@plains.net

FLICHT LINES PUBLISHER
Colorado l'ilots Assoc.
7 I 9/488-0653

FLICHT LINES Circulation MGR.
'lerry llarbo
303/367-0610

PRESIDENT
[]ric.lensen
9101482-',7 t60

VICE PRESIDENT
John Martyny
301/4.19-6875

SECRETARY
Gloria Baltz
303/499-0813

TREAST]RER
Bart Joncs
7 I 91488-0653

FLICHT LINES - Editor
Mary K Jones
719/488-0653

PUBLIC AFFAIRS
Mark Hopkins
303/494-1211

RECOCNITION &AWARDS
Bruce Hulley
303/344-2843

WEB MASTER
Rob Duncan
9101921-3101

LIAISON CHAIRPERSONS:

AIRPOWER WEST & FLT
SAFETY FOUNDATION

Mike Baldwin
30316',74-3836

ANGEL FLICHT
Mark Kolbcr
303t694-2603

AOPA
Bill Hamilton
9'.70/88',7-2101

CO. AERO. BOARD
Pat Wiesner
303/397-7600 (W)

CO AIRPORT OPERATORS
Dennis Heap
303/26t-9t00

CO WING C.A.P.
Bill Hines
301t693-9t 52

CO GENAVCOUNCIL
Gregory Feith
303/366-6580 (H&W)

CO NINTY-NINES
Sue Osbome
303/471-0665

COMMEMORATTVE AIRFORCE
Rob Duncan
970/921-3400

FAAAIRPORTS DIST. OFFICE
Scott Fredericksen
303/342-1263

FAA FSDO
Monty Tal lor
303/342-l r00

*Publication Noticet : Articles for
CPA FLIGHT LINES are sought
from members and other organiza-
tions. Stories and articles can
include flying tips, rebuilding and
restoration experiences, special trips,
activities. etc. All anicles & letters
should be sent on disk or e-mail to:
Mary K. Jones, Editor, FLIGHT
LINES,290 Rangely Drive. Colorado
Springs, CO 8092 I . Phone:
719l488-0653. E-mail:
jmarykathr@aol.com. Material for
publication will be accepted up to
deadline date. I5th ofeach month.
which appears in FLICHT LINES.
FLIGHT LINES shall reserve the
right to accept, refuse, or edit any
material submitted. Publication of
articles and opinions in CPA FLIGHT
LINES is not an endorsement by the
Association, nor does the Association
assume responsibilitl for the accu-
racl ofthe information contained in
FLIGHT LINES.

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS:

AIRSPACE
Walter Bell
303/488-9780

AIR CLASSIC
Roben Venohr
303t766-0'.742 (H)

BACKCOUNTRY AIRSTRIPS
Ilill Meine
303/795-2755 (H)

EDUCATION
Dcan Jaros
e701686-1233 (H)

FLY-INS
Jan McKenzie
970/686- I 233 (t I)

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS
(;ary'lbbey
303/699-7371 (H)
303/7e9-8600 (W)

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS
'Iarry Ilarbo
103/167-0670

MOUNTAIN FLYING
llrian Joncs
303/84r-il92 (H&W)
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Colorado Pilots Association
APPLICATION FOR INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL

Name
Spouse

Street Address

City State Zip

Phone(H)

E-mail

(w)

Pilot Rating Held Profession

tuC Owned (make) tr/odel N#
Principal airport based at or flown

Applying for:
E Renewal or
tr New Membership
tr General Aviation News**
tr America's Flyways-

** Add $25lone year only
" Add $8.00/year

tl Airspace
I Air Classic
n Education
n Flight Safety
! Legislative

Caps (white)with CPA logo
Lapel Pins
CPA Decals

Check enclosed, payable to CPA, to cover member-
ship & Flight Lines Newsletter:

@ $20 for 1 year members
@ $38 for 2 year members
O $55 for 3 year members
@ $100 for corporate mem
3lree 112 page ads)

bership (includes

hip
hip
hip

Mailto: CPA
P.O. Box 200911
Denver, CO 80220

I am interested in serving as an Area Representative for the

I am interested in serving on the following committees:

Ll MembershiP
tl Newsletter
tl Programs
n Public Affairs
ll Fly ln

CPA I\4ERCHANDISE
$10 CPA Logo Golf Shirts . . . . .$25

$Z CPA Logo Denim Shirts, short sleeve. $25
$1 CPA Logo Denim Shirts, long sleeve. .$30

For shirt info please call Terry Barbo 303-367-0670. Caps, add $2 for shipping and
handling; Pins or Decals, add34Q; and shirts, add $3. Mailto CPA, P.O. Box 200911,

Denver, CO 80220

-- 
a 

-

i^l .\' i) l .ll .i V i) i' ,( i \r ,'i^'-r

4'120 Brighton Blvd. Suite A2'l

Denver CO 80216

Phone: 303/295-1 1 72

Printing of the newsletter by

I5



Colorado Pilots Association
P.O. Box 200911
Denver, CO 80220

RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED

Prsrt Std
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No.301

Aurora, CO


