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Hun Hunter XVI preparing for 
the Pikes Peak Air Show 

Check out Colorado Aviation Photographers on Facebook for more 
shots of the air show 

Brian Corrado 
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Unusual Attitudes 
Marty Brophy, CPA President 

 

Mountain Flying in Colorado is beautiful in early October when the aspen trees’ leaves 
change colors!  The picture to the right is the North Park area on the way to KSBS to check 
out the northern Colorado passes with CFI Don Dolce.  Milner and Willow Creek passes above Rocky Mountain 
National Park and paralleling Trail Ridge Rd (flying sometimes lower 
than that road) were spectacular!  

I am happy to report that I finally finished the 2022 CPA Roster after 
lengthy delays because I was out of town.  652 rosters are going out 
now to all active members as of last week except the 56 members who 
indicated they did not need paper copies (saving the CPA $5.16 x 56).  
You should see them soon.  The roster includes active members as of 
July 5, 2022.  My apologies to the 30 members who joined between 
then and now who are getting a book but are not in it! 

The AOPA has provided excellent summaries of the recently released 32nd Joseph T. Nall Report on General 
Aviation (Gross Weight < 12,500 lb.) accidents at https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/air-safety-
institute/accident-analysis/joseph-t-nall-report.  This report covers years up to 2020 and shows accident rates 
(accidents/100,000 flight hours) for all General Aviation that year down from 2019 4.87 – 4.69 (-3.7%) for all 
accidents and 0.89 - .83 (-6.7%) for fatal accidents.  The corresponding numbers for “Non-commercial Fixed 
Wing” aircraft, which would be most of us, are 5.62 – 5.27 (-6.2%) and 1.02 – 0.92 (-9.8%).  Both are 
improvements over a flat trend for the previous few years, see the figure below.  So, good news for GA! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In a week or two, you will all be receiving e-mail ballots for CPA Officers for next year.  Please return your votes 
to elections@coloradopilots.org before the annual meeting on Saturday, November 12 in the Mount Evans Room 
upstairs in the terminal at KBJC.  I hope to see many of you there, and wish you blue skies, tailwinds, and smooth 
flying. 

 

 

https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/air-safety-institute/accident-analysis/joseph-t-nall-report
https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/air-safety-institute/accident-analysis/joseph-t-nall-report
mailto:elections@coloradopilots.org
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CPA President’s Page, “Unusual Attitudes,” September 2022 

Mountain flying masters Bill Dunn and Bill Standerfer conducted our second CPA mountain flying seminar of the 
year at the end of August to a full house of eager pilots from all over the country looking to improve their high-
altitude VFR flying in our Colorado (or any) mountains.  I had taken the class in 2017 but decided it was time for 
a refresher, and boy was I glad I did!   

The Saturday classroom session was an in-depth review of everything to do with safely flying in the mountains, 
mountain weather to fly in and to stay away from, how small airplane performance (and pilot performance!) 
degrades with altitude, etc.  Useful review for the most experienced pilot with lots of stuff I had more or less 
forgotten in my old(ish) age.   

On Sunday or Monday, many pilots took advantage of a service provided at a great by a number of Colorado 
Certified Mountain Flying CFI’s (CCMFC’s, maybe?) to fly for a number of hours in the mountains with you in 
your own plane.  I was lucky to go up with CCMFC Sue Wolber, who in addition to being a very expert pilot and 
CFI, etc.,  is also the chief pilot of the group of 5 owners of our 1965 Cessna 182H, affectionately N-numbered 
N182H.   Easy to remember, that…. 

Sue and I flew to Granby, Kremmling, Glenwood 
Springs, Aspen, and finished in Leadville in over 5 
hours of Hobbs time, learning all the way.  Bullet 
points from the flight and the class are listed below.  
Now if I can just get those to stick in my none-too-
young brain…  

• Mountain airports can be tricky!  Lots of 
them are one-runway in and the opposite 
one out, whatever the wind is.  Others have 
big hills in the traffic pattern or non-level 
runways.  Study your destination (and 
alternate) airport closely before you leave 
the ground!  Glenwood Springs is an 
experience in itself at 3,300’ long and 50’ wide with planes taking off at you as you are approaching over 
a hill in a narrow valley (stay to the left in both cases, close to the red rocks outbound....) 

• The Bills pointed out in the class that the altimeter rule of thumb of 1” of Hg for every 1,000 feet is a linear 
approximation to a non-linear function 
only good to about 8,000’ MSL, see 
figure to the right.  So, mountain airport 
Kollsman window setting can be 
unusually high (like 30.57”).  You 
absolutely need to have your altimeter 
set right every time!  Oops… 

• I somehow found it tricky to maintain 
awareness of what direction I was 
coming from into an airport, having 
gotten too accustomed to seeing 
mountains to the right when coming 
from the north and to the left when 
coming from the south.  Up there, you 
see mountains all over… so look at 
your heading indicator before talking to 
a tower or CTAF. 

• Most striking of all, and I may be the last pilot in Colorado to have realized this, but older pilots (like me, 
alas) do not oxygenate their blood as well as young ones.  Sue brought a pulse oximeter along and tested 

 

Glenwood Springs Airport (from Google Earth) 

 

Absolute Atmospheric Pressure ( from EngineeringToolbox .com) 
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me at about 13,000’ going over Haggeman pass into Leadville, and it was under 90% meaning I should 
have been on supplemental oxygen.  And I didn’t feel any hypoxia symptoms but wonder if this could 
explain the bullet item above among other errors. 

Anyway, I urge every pilot reading this (and every pilot not reading this) to get some expert teaching and in-flight 
instruction like I did before flying high in the mountains!  The life you save will be your own along with the lives 
of your passenger(s)! 

Meanwhile, back on the ground, we are coming up to our annual election period and have not identified a 
candidate for Vice-president.  If you would be interested in learning about that position or in working on any of 
our committees, please contact me at president@coloradopilots.org.  We always welcome new ideas and we 
always need new members to step up and help us run the organization!  Why not you? 

I wish you blue skies, tailwinds, and winds below 25 knots at 12,000‘ MSL (what you need to consider flying into 
the mountains in a small plane). 
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Updated CPA Fly-in Planning! 

 
By Bill Marvel, Fly-in Committee Chairman 

The calendar says it’s still October 2022 with one remaining event on this year’s schedule.  But many CPA members 
know fall means next year’s Fly-in planning is right around the corner.  One event is already on the agenda and that’s my 
Spaceport/Trinity trip scheduled again for next April.  But first, I can only hope weather cooperates for the mid-October 
one this year! 

A major priority in my new Association role was to revise the documents which give hosts guidance on planning CPA Fly-
ins.  Because we’ve transitioned to the use of both Flight Lines and our website, the older procedures and timelines 
were no longer accurate.  For the past several months, I’ve worked with former chairman Bob Kinney, webmaster Brian 
Garrett and Flight Lines editor Nelson Wolfmeier to coordinate what we do and when.   I then sent the draft documents 
explaining this process to the 2022 hosts for review.  I’ll get to those procedures shortly. 

We had great turnouts at most of this year’s diverse events, which included the first back country Fly-in CPA has held in 
years.  They covered locations as distant as New Mexico, South Dakota, Wyoming and Idaho and as close as right here in 
Colorado.  We had two weather-related problems, one an outright cancellation and the other reduced attendance, but 
little can be done when dealing with the vagaries of Mother Nature. 

This coming year faces the dual challenges of higher avgas prices and increased costs of almost everything else.  It is for 
that reason I’ve asked members willing to host an event to consider planning trips closer to home base here in Colorado.  
That request by no means precludes longer distance trips because destinations and activities are entirely up to hosts.  
But it is a nod to economic realities.  Each year members step forward to plan and host CPA’s events and while some 
have done so before, others pitch in without having any prior experience with the job.  One of the purposes of my 
rewrite of the planning documents was to provide guidance to new future hosts who can now sit down and leisurely 
review the entire process. 

To have a look at it, pull up our website (www.coloradopilots.org) and click on the Fly-In Activities tab.   Scroll down to 
CPA Fly-in Planning and click on that.  You’re there!  You will find a brief introduction followed by three planning 
documents which take you from general to specific.  One is a list of helpful suggestions.  With a single click you can also 
review several sample documents created by 2022 hosts for actual CPA events.  It’s about as turnkey as one can get.   

Members now have an accurate written description of CPA Fly-in planning for both new hosts and those who have 
hosted previously but wish to review the process.  Feel free to use it while stepping up to plan a CPA Fly-in for 2023!  
You’ll hear more later, but our annual Fly-in planning meeting will occur on January 7.  Questions?  I’m always available 
at flyins@coloradopilots.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.coloradopilots.org/
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55 Years of Flying Adventures… And Still Counting 

(Part 1 of 11) 

By Bill Marvel, the RV-14A guy 

In the February 2021 issue of Flight Lines, I suggested several topics CPA members might consider for submitting articles 
for publication.  One of them had to do with different experiences in your flying career, both good and bad.  Not long 
after that, I glanced at the pilot log books on my office closet shelf.  The stack is about six inches tall and without my 
opening any of them, a flood of memories started coming back.  I have never attempted to systematically look through 
the logs, even today.  Occasionally, I will search for a particular flight, but that’s about it.  They just sit there.  But this 
time, one memory led to another and another, and it wasn’t long before I decided that a lot of this might be both 
interesting and entertaining, at least to fellow pilots.  That in turn led me to take my own recommendation and start 
writing about it for Flight Lines. 

Not much of it is very dramatic.  Well, except for the time I almost got killed in Australia.  Then there was landing a 
camouflage airplane, without any clearance, in an African nation undergoing a civil war.  And, wondering if a pressurized 
ferry fuel tank next to me was going to split a seam and spill a hundred gallons of fuel in the cockpit over the California 
Sierra Nevada mountains.  Hmmm … simultaneously losing both engines in a twin-engine airplane hundreds of miles out 
in the Pacific on the way to Hawaii?  Maybe some of it is dramatic!  Regardless, this has been a walk down memory lane 
for me.  I thought I’d just cobble something together based on what I recall and below is the result.  But when this 
started, I had no idea it would be so long, and due to size will have to be continued in Flight Lines for many issues.  The 
events that follow are not in any particular order, and were written only as different memories came to mind.   

At the outset, I never flew in the military or in the airlines or in any professional or paid capacity.  But I do have several 
hundred hours of flight time where my out-of-pocket expenses were reimbursed, as you will read later on.  Truthfully, 
the vast majority of my flying hours have been for personal transportation at my own expense -- and about as 
nondescript as driving to various cities in the country – just faster and with better scenery.  I’ve got no stories from 

actual shooting wars like some of you do.  But since I’m 
into my 55th year of pushing throttles forward all over 
the world and closing in on 9000 flying hours, I thought 
I’d share with you this memory trip into the past.  It 
starts slowly, but gets very interesting later on! 

I have declared only two emergencies in all those 
years.  The first was in our Grumman Tiger long ago in 
the clouds at night returning to Torrance, CA from San 
Diego.  During cruise, there was a distinct bang in the 
engine compartment that sounded like a muffled gun 
shot.  It was immediately followed by a metallic clunk 
out on the right wing.  These were sounds I did not 
like.  The panel lights dimmed and the low voltage 

warning illuminated.  I was talking to approach control at the time and on radar so I declared an emergency and asked 
for vectors to the ILS at nearby Palomar airport.  On the ground, I investigated and found the alternator had literally 
disintegrated, throwing a chunk of metal through the fiberglass nose bowl and then that chunk put a small hole in my 
right-wing leading edge before falling into the ocean below.  Not much harm was done, but the airplane would need a 
bit of repair work.   

The second was different because the emergency was not for the airplane.  I was in a Piper Cheyenne with another pilot 
on a medical transfer flight out of San Francisco International with a badly injured motorcycle accident victim and a flight 
nurse.  One of the duty pilots was ill and I happened to be in the right place at the right time to help out.  We were 

Our first airplane, this 1976 Grumman Tiger, which we 
bought in 1977.  We sold it 29 years and 5000 flying hours 
later.  It took us all over the U.S., and to Canada, Mexico, 

Alaska and the Bahamas. 
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descending on a rainy day toward Long Beach when the nurse announced the patient was going downhill rapidly and we 
needed to get him on the ground and into the waiting ambulance immediately.  I declared a medical emergency for the 
patient, not the airplane, and requested to be number one for the runway.  Center vectored two airliners out of our 
way, sent us to approach control and we indeed got on the ground with no delay.  I never heard what happened to the 
patient but he looked terrible and even today I am wary of motorcycles as a result. 

Regarding actual engine failures, I’ve had two, both in twins and both with geared GTSIO Continental engines.   One was 
in an Aero Commander and the other in a Cessna 421.  In each case, the gear drive to the propeller failed right after level 
off in cruise, allowing the propeller to spin free of the engine.  I wasn’t far from the departure airports involved, one 
Hawthorne in the Los Angeles area and the other Nut Tree north of San Francisco.  I needed no help from controllers 
and just returned to my departure airports.  In training, I had shut down and then restarted engines in flight, but had 
never landed from cruise flight when trimmed for a dead engine.  I was shocked at how much yaw there was when I 
pulled the good one back on final approach.  It took a lot of rudder pressure and fast movement of the rudder trim 
wheel to get the nose pointed down the runway instead of off to the side.  The engine failure in the 421 was actually 
very fortunate, as the airplane was going to be ferried to Australia by a friend of mine.  Had that occurred on his trip, 
well above gross weight with ferry fuel tanks and over the Pacific somewhere, there would have been a very different 
outcome.  Much more about that friend in future Flight Line issues... 

I received my private pilot certificate way back in April 1967 while in the Air 
Force Academy aero club, not far from Colorado Springs.  Just a month later, a 
classmate and I decided to fly his dad’s Cessna 182 from Colorado Springs to 
Kansas City to have lunch with my parents on Mother’s Day and then fly back.  It 
worked out just fine heading east with a tailwind but on return against the wind, 
we arrived in the vicinity of our planned western Kansas refueling stop over a 
solid cloud deck.  I say “in the vicinity” because this was back in the days of 
pretty basic navigation equipment.  If you’re old enough to remember the 
ancient Narco Omnigator radio, where you had to turn a crank and listen for a 
tone to match frequencies, you will understand.  As a result, knowing where we 

were was a bit of a guess.  I looked at the sectional chart and announced the height of the tallest tower in the general 
area.  Keith pointed the nose down through the clouds with an agreement we’d descend no lower than 500 feet above 
that tower.  Neither of us was instrument rated and both new to flying, so this was just great adventure.  Luck 
intervened, as we were rewarded with good visibility below the cloud deck and a large highway that we used to find a 
water tower with a town’s name on it.  We survived but not because of any good judgment on our part.   

Later that year, I was on an aero club trip from Colorado Springs to Nellis Air Force Base in Las Vegas.  Four of us in the 
Cessna 172 traded seats on each leg of the trip so we all got some pilot time.  As an aside, this was in one of the late 
1960s Cessna 172s, which had all of 145 horsepower from its Continental engine.  None of us had ever flown anywhere 
in that airplane but Colorado, so the performance we experienced in it was all we ever knew.  Although we studied 
density altitude, we didn’t have any concept of it because we had nothing for comparison.  Meager climb performance 
was our normal operation and it just took long time to reach 12,500 feet.  We arrived at the Grand Canyon airport for 
our second fuel stop after a prior one in Farmington, NM, and departed for Nellis with me in one of the back seats as the 
sun set.  It got dark as we crossed the Grand Canyon headed toward our destination.  At some point the guy flying said 
he’d never landed at night before, something not at all unusual back then.  A quick query around the cockpit revealed 
that I was the only one who had.  I wish one of today’s small cameras had been around to document how it is possible, 
but not easy, to get a back seater into the front seat of a 172, and vice versa, with adults in all four seats.  We managed 
but it wasn’t pretty!    

Many years later I recall a trip with my wife, Marti, in our Grumman Tiger.  I had misjudged my timing of morning coffee 
and the vibration of an airplane with the resulting need for a bathroom.  We were heading back home to L.A. after 
visiting relatives in Pueblo, Colorado and had just crossed over Wolf Creek Pass westbound.  The air was smooth, so I 
asked Marti to fly and unstrapped to turn myself 180 degrees, facing aft while kneeling on the pilot seat to get the 

The ancient Narco Omnigator 
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geometry right.  A Pan Am barf bag (Marti was a stewardess with Pan Am at the time) was on the receiving end and did 
its job well.  I had read of the unanticipated perils of tossing items out of an airplane, like the ashes of a cremated body, 
so I slowed to just above stall, slid the canopy open and tossed out the well-sealed bag.  No surprises.  But to this day I 
wonder what a rancher somewhere out there thought when he saw that burst Pan Am container and looked up, 
wondering how a high-flying airliner managed to drop that thing onto his ranch.   

Next – skipping a notam, first glider emergency, an errant sea gull and ferry flying.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Great Aviation Money Saver 

 

By Bill Marvel, the RV-14A guy 

With the cost of flying always high and recently going higher, there is one very easy way to save a substantial amount of 
money in both sales tax and shipping costs. 

I recently ordered a new aircraft battery from Aircraft Spruce.  When I saw that shipping was going to be $25, I 
wondered what else I could get that would make up the additional cost needed to meet their $350 minimum for free 
shipping.  Well, I always need oil and oil is heavy to ship.  Two cases of Phillips 20W50 brought the tab up to $355 or so 
and I placed the order.  The shipping cost would have been $82.   

Both cases and the battery arrived today – zero shipping and zero sales tax and it took only two days from California to 
Grand Junction.  I fly a lot and having a couple of cases for myself is just fine.  But for those who have some hangar space 
available for storage and a few local pilot friends who would like to have plenty of oil available and save money in the 
process, free shipping and no sales tax is an opportunity that’s worth pursuing.    

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:President@coloradopilots.org


The Voice of General Aviation in Colorado      October 2022 

  

It’s CPA Holiday Shopping time!  
The CPA Store  
Pride! Be proud of your CPA membership. Now you can pick out and order a multitude of CPA branded items 
from the Lands' End  

“Company Store”. If Lands' End carries it, you can have it embroidered with the Colorado Pilots Association’s 
logo. It’s simple!  

Go to the CPA website and click on the merchandise window in the center of the homepage or go to 
business.landsend.com; browse the huge selection of clothing and accessories, promotional items, cases, bags, 
totes, travel accessories, and other items too numerous to mention. Follow the easy directions to check out and 
enjoy home delivery of quality, Colorado Pilot Association branded items. This is way too easy! If you have a 
problem, the Lands’End folks are very, very helpful. Give it a try.  

(Who is Lands ’End? Lands ’End is a well known, 50+ year old American clothing retailer specializing in casual 
clothing, luggage & home furnishings).  

Save $: Sign up for notification of Lands' End specials at the CPA Store as a great way to save big $ on L.E. 
quality merchandise. They  

feature different sale items very frequently. 
Make sure to take advantage of the frequent L.E. specials offering 

     

Free shipping and/or free logo application. 
Lands' End has an absolutely hassle free warranty. 
There’s a small logo application fee for the logos that’s the right size for most applications—shirts, blouses, tees, 
ball caps, bags, and more.  

Ladies take note. . .you now have a huge selection of women’s clothing to adorn with the CPA logo. You no 
longer have to wear a man’s shirt in order to show your CPA pride.  

Shop Gifts! What a great place to get your aviation-related birthday and Holiday gifts!  

Let’s show everyone that we’re proud Colorado aviators. 
Please contact me if you have questions or comments. Bob Kinney twinlake1@aol.com 303-887-3328 
Give the store a try right now! Check it out on the CPA homepage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.business.landsend.com/
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Road closures and 
maintenance projects 
may affect traffic this 
week:

City of Grand Junc-
tion Projects with 
Travel Restrictions

 2022 Asphalt 
Overlay Project: Work 
continues on the Red-
lands Parkway from 
the Colorado Highway 
340 Roundabout to the 
Colorado River Bridge. 
Crews will remove and 
replace concrete at 
Greenbelt Drive, South 
Rim Drive and Rio Linda 
Lane. Expect intermit-
tent alternating one-lane 
traffic between from 
8 a.m.–5 p.m.

 Riverfront Trail 
Improvement Project: 
The Riverfront Trail is 
closed from Bananas 
Fun Park to the Junior 
Service League parking 
lot (Redlands Parkway). 
A detour route is in 
place utilizing the bike 
path alongside Riverside 
Parkway. City crews will 
remove the existing as-
phalt trail and replace it 
with concrete.

 Riverside Park-
way Tree Planting: 
Work will be Wednes-
day and Friday. Crews 
will work in the medi-
an from West Avenue 
to High Country Court. 
Riverside Parkway will 
be restricted to one lane 
in each direction. Expect 
delays.

 No Thoroughfare 
Fire Mitigation Proj-
ect: Beginning Monday, 
crews will remove brush 
along the No Thorough-
fare Trail. The trail will 
be closed from Rosevale 
Road to D Road and a 
detour provided. An-
ticipated completion is 
Oct. 18. Use caution and 
watch for increased bicy-
cle traffic along Rosevale 
Road and D Road,

 City of Grand 
Junction Leaf Remov-
al Program: The city-
wide leaf pick up starts 
Monday. Use caution in 
areas where crews are 
working. Anticipated 
completion is early De-
cember, weather permit-
ting. Info: gjcity.org/251/
Leaf-Removal-Program.

Non-City of Grand 
Junction Projects 
with Travel Restric-
tions

 U.S. Highway 6/
North Avenue Median 
& Resurfacing Project, 
CDOT: Work continues 
from 7 p.m.–7 a.m. Sun-
days through Fridays. 
The night work zone in-
termittently stretches 
along the length of  proj-
ect. One lane of  travel 
will be maintained in 
each direction during 
the night work activities. 
Expect limited daytime 
work with intermittent 
lane closures. Speed lim-
it is reduced to 20-mph 
and there is a 10’ width 
restriction throughout 
the work zone. Watch 
for workers in the “cone 
zone.” Anticipated com-
pletion is mid-Novem-
ber, weather permitting.

Info: 970-309-1865, 
US6NorthAveResur-
facing@gmail.co, co-
d o t . g o v / p r o j e c t s /
us6-north-avenue-resur-
facing.

 23 Road from H 
Road to I Road, Utility 
Construction, Ute Wa-
ter: 23 Road is closed to 
through traffic from H 
Road to I Road. Access 
for residents is main-
tained. A detour route 
is in place. Anticipated 
completion is mid-Octo-
ber.

TRAFFIC ALERT

By NATHAN DEAL
Nathan.Deal@gjsentinel.com

W
hen he was 
a child, 
William 
“Bill” Marvel 

would look to the skies 
and marvel at every plane 
that flew over his head.

Later in life, he became 
so enamored with the 
prospect of  flying his 
own planes that, shortly 
after he married his wife, 
Marti, the couple bought 
an airplane before they 
even bought a house.

Marvel, who lives in 
Grand Junction with 
Marti, has been taking 
to the skies for 55 years. 
On Saturday morning at 
the CAF Rocky Mountain 
Wing Museum near the 
Grand Junction Regional 
Airport, all those years in 
the sky were recognized 
by the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA).

Marvel joined an elite 
club of  American pilots, 
becoming the 7,419th 
pilot ever to receive the 
FFA’s Wright Brothers 
Master Pilot Award. The 
Wright Brothers Master 
Pilot Award is the FAA’s 
most prestigious individ-
ual honor, recognizing 
pilots who have “exhib-
ited exemplary aviation 
expertise, distinguished 
professionalism and 
steadfast commitment” 
as a pilot for at least 50 
years.

“I’m just grateful to 
have had the opportu-
nity to fly this long, for 
55 years,” Marvel, 76, 
told The Daily Sentinel. 
“You have to have good 
health, you have to be 
able to maintain your 
physical abilities to fly 
the airplane and your 
mental abilities to keep 
up with all the technol-
ogy that’s involved and 
the terminology and the 
radar and the structure 
of  aerospace, so it’s great 
that I’ve had the freedom 
to fly all these years in 
this country, which offers 
more freedom to fly than 
any other on the planet. 
I’m grateful, I’m humbled 

and I’m very happy that 
I could live this long and 
get to experience this.”

Marvel didn’t come 
from a family of  aviation 
enthusiasts. His father 
served as a radio operator 
on Boeing B-17 Flying 
Fortresses in World War 
II, so Marvel also com-
pelled to join the military, 
enlisting in the Air Force 
to capitalize on a love of  
flying that he said had 
been present since the 
day he was born.

Unfortunately, Mar-
vel’s vision wasn’t good 
enough to qualify for the 
Air Force Academy’s 
pilot training, a devel-
opment that he calls his 
life’s greatest disappoint-
ment. He served instead 
as a spacecraft systems 
engineer in the Air Force.

While he was in school, 
however, he met Marti, 
who was attending the 
University of  Colora-
do-Boulder and would 
eventually become a 
flight attendant for Pan 
Am. One of  their first 

dates was flying together, 
establishing their shared 
love of  being in the air 
almost immediately.

After Marvel left the 
Air Force, he moved to 
southern California, 
where he worked on satel-
lite systems before he 
realized the opportunities 
real estate investing could 
provide. On the advice 
of  some friends who 
worked in real estate, 
he began renovating 
and flipping properties, 
raising enough money to 
eventually begin buying 
personal aircraft.

“I like the personal 
freedom of (flying),” 
Marvel said. “I like the 
terminology. I like the 
structure of  the aero-
space system. I like the 
procedures of  it and the 
regimentation of  it, and 
I guess part of  that is 
being a former Air Force 
officer. I like everything 
about it. It’s an entire 
business unto its own, 
very different from every-
thing else. It’s the whole 

package deal for me. I 
actually like working on 
airplanes, too. I like main-
taining them, trouble-
shooting problems. As an 
engineer, that’s fun to me: 
finding a problem, trying 
to figure out what caused 
it and then fixing it.”

The Marvels have 
owned eight planes over 
the course of  the past 
five decades. Their latest 
is an RV-14A, a two-seat 

plane that William and 
Marti built themselves 
from a Van’s Aircraft kit. 
Marvel said he loves the 
plane and Van’s Aircraft 
planes in general because 
they’re fast, efficient and 
cost-effective.

The next time a resi-
dent of  the Grand Valley 
looks to the sky and sees 
such a plane soaring 
through the sky, there’s 
a good chance that it’s 

the Marvels going for a 
joyride to celebrate Wil-
liam’s award.

“This is what I like to 
fly,” Marvel said. “Now, 
if  I had my choice, I’d 
be flying a supersonic 
fighter jet, but that didn’t 
happen, so I’m happy to 
have a propeller-driven 
plane that we can afford 
to fly and we can go any-
where in the country that 
we want to go.”

Fifty-five Years of Flight
GJ’s Marvel earns ultimate wings: Wright Brothers award

William Marvel, left, is presented with the Wright Brothers 
Master Pilot Award by Richard Jeffs of the Federal Aviation 
Administration at the Commemorative Air Force’s Rocky 
Mountain Wing Museum at Grand Junction Regional Airport.

Photos by BARTON GLASSER/The Daily Sentinel

William Marvel and his wife, Marti stand with their airplane Saturday at Grand Junction 
Regional Airport. Bill and Marti bought their first airplane before they bought their first house. 

By JASON BLEVINS
The Colorado Sun

Proposition GG is a bal-
lot measure about ballot 
measures.

It represents Colorado’s 
latest battleground over 
the Taxpayer’s Bill of  
Rights as Democrats seek 
to work around the 1992 
constitutional amend-
ment, known as TABOR, 
and Republicans battle to 
prevent any changes. The 
initiative, if  passed, would 
require the state to more 
prominently display de-
tailed information about 
how citizen-initiated bal-
lot measures changing 
the income tax rate would 
affect Coloradans.

Proposition GG was 
referred to the ballot by 
Democrats in the Colora-
do legislature this year 
through the passage of  
Senate Bill 222, a measure 
that Republicans univer-
sally opposed

Here’s what you need to 
know about Proposition 
GG:

WHAT IT WOULD DO
When an initiative 

changing Colorado’s in-
come tax rate makes the 
statewide ballot, a table 
outlining how the change 
would affect people at 

different income levels is 
shared in the state ballot 
information booklet — 
also known as the blue 
book — that’s sent to ev-
ery voter.

The table includes the 
average income tax owed 
by people at different in-
come levels, as well as 
how much higher or low-
er their taxes would be if  
the rate were changed.

Proposition 121 on the 
November ballot is a great 
example of  this. It would 
change Colorado’s in-
come tax rate to 4.4% from 
4.55%, and on page 24 of  
your (English-language) 
blue book this year you 
can see a table explaining 
how it would affect people 
at different income levels.

Proposition GG would 
require that the table — 
with some slight modifi-
cations — also be included 
in petitions used to gather 
signatures to get income 
tax changes on the ballot, 
as well as on ballots.

The slight modifica-
tions include only spec-
ifying eight income tax 
categories and more spe-
cific information about 
how income tax changes 
would affect individual 
taxpayers.

Note: Proposition GG 

only applies to citizen-ini-
tiated ballot measures. 
If  the legislature were to 
refer a measure changing 
the income tax rate to the 
ballot it wouldn’t apply.

THE ARGUMENTS FOR
The proponents of  

Proposition GG say it is 
a tax-transparency mea-
sure aimed at ensuring 
Coloradans have a full 
picture of  how changes to 
the state’s income tax rate 
would affect them.

Some people do not 
open the blue book, people 
who support the measure 
say, so Proposition GG is a 
way to ensure they can’t 
miss information about 
potential changes to the 
state’s income tax.

“I honestly think it’s 
pretty simple,” said state 
Rep. Chris Kennedy, a 
Lakewood Democrat and 
prime sponsor of  Senate 
Bill 222. “It’s about giving 
voters more information 
about how income tax 
changes affect them per-
sonally.”

Kennedy said the cur-
rent information on the 
ballot isn’t sufficient.

THE ARGUMENTS 
AGAINST

Conservatives argue 
Proposition GG is unnec-

essary since detailed in-
formation on how income 
tax rate changes would af-
fect Coloradans is already 
in the blue book. Adding 
more information to the 
ballot would also increase 
printing costs.

“I hear from a lot of  
people that our ballot lan-
guage is already way too 
long and too complicat-
ed,” said Michael Fields, a 
conservative fiscal policy 
activist. “This legislature 
should spend more time 
on increasing public safe-
ty and lowering the cost 
of  living — and less on 
meddling in the citizens’ 
initiative process.”

Jesse Mallory, who 
leads the Colorado 
branch of Americans For 
Prosperity, an organiza-
tion that fiercely defends 
TABOR, said “nothing 
screams ‘our friends have 
a tax increase coming’ 
quite like (this bill).”

ONE BIG THING
 TO KNOW

Since Proposition GG 
asks voters to approve a 
statutory change, state 
lawmakers could have 
tried to make the alter-
ations on their own by 
passing a bill and asking 
the governor to sign it into 
law.

Prop GG: Arguments for and against

“I’ve had the freedom to fly all 
these years in this country, which 

offers more freedom to fly than any 
other on the planet.”

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BILLINGS, Mont. — 
The Biden administration 
has  proposed a new per-
mitting program for wind 
energy turbines, power 
lines and other projects 
that kill eagles, amid 
growing concern among 
scientists that the rapid 
expansion of  renewable 
energy in the U.S. West 

could harm golden eagle 
populations now teetering 
on decline.

The Fish and Wildlife 
Service program is meant 
to encourage companies 
to work with officials to 
minimize harm to golden 
and bald eagles.

It’s also aimed at avoid-
ing any slowdown in the 
growth of wind power 
as an alternative to car-
bon-emitting fossil fuels. 

The federal govern-
ment already issues per-
mits to kill eagles. But 
Thursday’s proposal calls 
for new permits tailored 
to wind-energy projects, 
power line networks and 
the disturbance of  breed-
ing bald eagles and bald 
eagle nests.

Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice Director Martha 
Williams said the new 
program would provide 

“multiple pathways to ob-
tain a permit” while also 
helping conserve eagles, s 
key responsibility.

Bald eagle numbers 
have quadrupled since 
2009 to about 350,000 birds. 

There are only about 
40,000 golden eagles, 
which need much larger 
areas to survive and are 
more inclined to have 
trouble with humans in 
their space.

Proposal address eagles killed by industry
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Headline!  Holiday Cheer 
Returning to CPA 

 
It’s been three loooong years since your Colorado Pilots Association 
held its last Holiday dinner party.  It’s time to renew the tradition; put 
the pandemic years in our rear view mirror; and look to the future.  
Plan to attend our 2022 Holiday extravaganza.  We’re returning to a 
venue that we’ve not been to in a decade but is welcoming us with 
open arms.  The Bison Grill at Buffalo Run Golf Course offers a cozy 
atmosphere that lends itself well to visiting with friends that maybe 
you haven’t seen in awhile.  We’re limited on numbers so register 
early.   
 
 

 
2022 CPA Holiday Dinner 
When:  Sunday, December 4, 2022 
Where:  Bison Grill @ Buffalo Run Golf Course 
  15700 East 112th Ave. 
  Commerce City, CO 80022 
Time:   4:30 p.m. Cash Bar  
  6:00 p.m. Dinner 
Cost:  $58 per person 
 
Please fill out & return the section below to: 
Bob Kinney, 8401 I-76 Service Road, Henderson, CO 80640 
Include your check made out to CPA. 
Registration deadline: November 23, 2022 
——————————————————————————————————————— 
Registration: 
 
Name:___________________________________ Guest:______________________________ 
 
Phone#______________________________ 
 
Number attending:___ x $58 = $_______ 
 
Menu:  Mark your selection(s) with an X  
 
  NY Strip Steak   ___ 
  Shrimp & Scallop Skewers  ___ 
  Stuffed Chicken Cordon Bleu ___ 
  Vegetarian    ___ 
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A Sea Fury prepares for departure at 
Metro 

Follow the Colorado Pilots Association on 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and Linkedin. 

The articles and columns in Flight Lines are for general information only and may or may not be accurate. Pilots 
and aircraft owners and operators must refer to FAA regulations and manufacturers’ instructions and maintenance 

and operating handbooks for authoritative information. The writings present the opinions and advice of the 
authors only and do not reflect any opinion or position of the Colorado Pilots Association, Inc. or its officers or 

directors. 
 

Colorado Pilots Association  
PO Box 200911 

Denver, CO 80220-0911 
(303)367-0670 

Laura Konersman 

https://www.instagram.com/coloradopilotsassociation/
https://twitter.com/PilotsColorado
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12237547/
https://www.facebook.com/colopilotassociation/
https://www.instagram.com/coloradopilotsassociation/
https://twitter.com/PilotsColorado
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12237547/
https://www.facebook.com/colopilotassociation/

