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President’s Corner 
By Andy Holmes 

 
As we move into October, Colorado’s flying season begins one of 

my favorite transitions of the year. The temperatures cool, the 

mountain landscape changes, and those crisp fall days can offer 

some spectacular flying. At the same time, October is an 

important month for the Colorado Pilots Association as we wrap 

up another busy fly-in season and begin looking ahead to our 

Annual Meeting and to 2027. 

 

Wrapping Up the 2026 Fly-In Season 
We still have two opportunities to get together in October before closing the book on CPA’s 2026 fly-in 

season. First, from October 2–4, CPA members will head to Nucla, Colorado, for a weekend fly-in. Then, 

on October 10, we’ll put a fitting finish on the season with our final scheduled fly-in at Spirit Engineering 

in Grand Junction. Our fly-ins remain an excellent benefit of CPA membership. They give us an 

opportunity to put our airplanes to use, explore destinations in Colorado and beyond, learn something new, 

and—most importantly—spend time with other members of Colorado’s aviation community.  

 

Save the Date: CPA Annual Meeting — November 14 
Please mark your calendars for the 2026 CPA Annual Meeting on Saturday, November 14, from 8:30 a.m. 

to 1:30 p.m. in the Flatirons Meeting Room at the Rocky Mountain Metropolitan Airport Terminal 

Building. 

 

Among the important business before the membership will be the election of CPA’s 2027 Executive Board. 

As a member-driven organization, your participation in that process matters, and I encourage everyone 

who can attend to do so. We will also welcome a special guest speaker presenting on an aviation topic of 

particular interest to Colorado aviators. We’ll have additional information about the program as we get 

closer to November 14, but for now, please save the date and plan to join us. 

 

A New CPA Website Is Almost Here 
I am particularly excited about something happening behind the scenes that members will soon get to 

experience firsthand: CPA’s new website. This is much more than a fresh coat of paint. The new site is 

being designed to make it easier for members to interact with CPA, communicate with the Board, find 

useful information, and take advantage of additional practical—and even a few fun—features that we 

believe will add real value to CPA membership. Just as importantly, the transition is expected to save the 

Association approximately $3,000–$3,500 each year. Those are dollars we can instead refocus on things that 

directly advance our mission and benefit our members, including scholarships, membership outreach and 

engagement, education, and other programs. There is a separate article in this issue of Flight Lines with 

more information about the website and its upcoming launch, so I encourage you to read it. 
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I also want to recognize Website Chair Brian Garrett, who has invested a tremendous amount of time and 

effort into making this project become a reality. Projects like this often involve a great deal of work that 

members never see, and Brian’s commitment has positioned CPA to provide a better member experience 

while reducing our ongoing operating costs. Thank you, Brian. 

 

Once the new website is launched, we’ll turn some of our attention toward growing the CPA community 

through a renewed individual and corporate membership drive. A stronger membership means a stronger 

voice for general aviation in Colorado, more opportunities to connect pilots across the state, and greater 

resources to support the programs and advocacy work that benefit all of us. 

 

Advocacy Continues 
CPA also continues to stay engaged on issues affecting general aviation airports throughout Colorado, with 

considerable activity currently occurring along the Front Range. Airport advocacy is rarely a one-meeting 

or one-month endeavor. It requires paying attention, developing relationships, showing up, and making 

sure the perspective of pilots and the broader general aviation community remains part of the conversation. 

We will continue doing that work and keeping members informed as issues develop. And we particularly 

appreciate all of the communication from local airport groups who keep their finger on the pulse of 

aviation advocacy issues and keep airports flourishing and vibrant. 

 

Fall Flying: Beautiful Days Still Deserve Careful Planning 
Fall can provide some of the finest flying weather Colorado has to offer—but it also brings its own set of 

considerations. Daylight disappears quickly, temperatures can change dramatically between departure and 

return, and conditions in the mountains can be very different from those along the Front Range. As we 

move toward early winter, keep a closer eye on freezing levels, winds aloft, mountain wave and turbulence 

potential, and the possibility that precipitation at altitude may involve icing even when conditions at your 

departure airport seem relatively mild. 

 

This is also a good time to start thinking differently about the airplane itself. Colder temperatures affect 

preflight considerations, engine operations, batteries, tire pressures, and the time needed to properly 

prepare an aircraft that may have been sitting outside. And with sunset arriving earlier each week, a flight 

planned as a daytime trip can unexpectedly become a night operation after a delay or slower-than-expected 

return. In short, enjoy the spectacular Colorado fall flying—but give October and November weather the 

respect it deserves. 

 

Finally, a little housekeeping as we approach the end of the year: CPA will not hold a regular monthly 

Board meeting in December. We’ll conclude our regular 2026 Board business at the annual meeting on 

November 14, 2026. There is a lot happening at CPA: a new website, continued advocacy, growing 

opportunities for member engagement, two final fly-in opportunities, and an Annual Meeting that will 

help set the direction for 2027. Thank you for being a member and for being part of Colorado’s general 

aviation community. 

Fly Safe, 

Andy Holmes 
President 
Colorado Pilots Association 
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NOTICE: 

Submission deadline for the November 2026 issue is October 

20. 

Format all articles with 0.5” margins 

 

Email your article to newsletter@coloradopilots.org. 

 

HAVE AVIATION RELATED INFORMATION FOR GA PILOTS? 

Contact the CPA Newsletter Editor at 

newsletter@coloradopilots.org to have the 

information featured in the monthly Flight Lines CPA 

NOTAMs. 

 

mailto:newsletter@coloradopilots.org
mailto:newsletter@coloradopilots.org
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CPA NOTAMs
 

Northern Colorado Regional (KFNL) Construction Reminder 
 

We want to remind the pilot community that Northern Colorado Regional Airport (KFNL) 

is undergoing a major runway construction project to widen Runway 15/33 from 100’ to 

150’.  At the beginning of the project there were reports of pilots landing on the runway 

during the runway closure.  During Phases 1 and 2 (June 1–November 9), the runway will 

be shortened to 3,750 feet with periodic closures during transitions.  CHECK AIRPORT 

NOTAMS.  Airport hours will also be limited (currently 0600–2000 local, with occasional 

extended hours), and pilots should expect changing taxi routes, construction activity, and 

delays. Careful preflight planning, including thorough NOTAM review and performance 

calculations, are essential. 

 

 

Scheduled ATC ZERO at Colorado Air & Space Port (KCFO)  
 

Tower operating hours have been improving, but due to short staffing and requirements to 

meet certain legal requirements, the Tower at Colorado Air and Space Port will be under 

ATC Zero status on the following weekends: 

o October 24 & 25 

o October 21 & November 1 

o November 7 & 8 

o November 14 & 15 

The Tower will remain open from 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM on all other days. 

 

Colorado Mountain Flying Passes 
 

It’s the time of year where more pilots will find their way 

to Colorado to enjoy mountain flying.  As a reminder 

Colorado Mountain Passes have been charted, now 20 in 

total, and a ‘Special Notice’ is now published in the Chart 

Supplement.  For more information about flying in Colorado mountains and landing at high 

altitude airports, check out ‘Mountain Flying’ on CPA’s website and get your free 2026 

Colorado Chart and Airport Directory from CDOT – Division of Aeronautics. 

 

https://www.codot.gov/programs/aeronautics/request-form
https://www.codot.gov/programs/aeronautics/request-form
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Colorado Aviation Events – October 2026 
For some of the links to function, you must be signed into your Colorado Pilots Association account 

 
Wray Municipal Ian MacBeth Foundation Fly-In @ 2V5 
Saturday, October 3, 2026, from 1000 to 1500 
36395 US Highway 385, Wray, CO 
Information for Pilot Registration here.   
 

CPA – Monthly Board of Directors Meeting-ALL MEMBERS WELCOME TO ATTEND 
Monday, October 5, 2026, from 1830 to 2030 
The Hangar, 7565 South Peoria, Englewood, CO 80112 
In Person, or CPA website link or at https://bit.ly/CPABoardMeeting 

Join us before the meeting at Rustic Nomads for Social Hour from 5pm to 6pm, located at 11405 E 
Briarwood Ave, Englewood, CO 80112.  
 

San Luis Valley Fly-In @ 2V5 
Saturday, October 10, 2026, from 0800 to 1200 
2490 State Ave, Alamosa, CO 81101 
Information here.   
 

Treats on the Tarmac @ KAPA WOTR Exploration of Flight 
Saturday, October 10, 2026, from 0930 to 1230 
Wings Over the Rockies Exploration of Flight, 13005 Wings Way, Englewood, CO 80112 
Food Trucks - Cruz In & Eat + Sticky’s Munchies.  Pilots – Free Fly-In Breakfast! 
Tickets here. 
 

College and Career Symposium @ KAPA WOTR Exploration of Flight 
Monday, October 12, 2026, from 1400 to 1800 
Wings Over the Rockies Exploration of Flight, 13005 Wings Way, Englewood, CO 80112 
Food Truck - Ba-Nom-a-Nom 
Free Registration here. 
 

56th Annual Hall of Fame Banquet – Colorado Aviation Historical Society 
Saturday, October 17, 2026, from 1100 to 1400 
Lakewood Country Club, 6800 W 10th Ave, Lakewood, CO 80214 
Registration and Tickets here. 

 
Paint-A-Plane and Aviation History @ KAPA WOTR Exploration of Flight 
Saturday, October 24, 2026, from 1000 to 1300 
Wings Over the Rockies Exploration of Flight, 13005 Wings Way, Englewood, CO 80112 
Tickets here. 
 

CPA – Annual Meeting-ALL MEMBERS WELCOME & ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND 
Saturday, November 14, 2026, from 0830 to 1200 
RMMA Terminal – Flatirons Meeting Room, 11755 Airport Way, Broomfield, CO 80021 
In Person  

 
 

 

https://www.ianmcbethfoundation.com/events/second-annual-brew-and-que-y34we
https://bit.ly/CPABoardMeeting
https://maps.google.com/maps?vet=10CAAQoqAOahcKEwio3_m2wtGWAxUAAAAAHQAAAAAQeA..i&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS776US779&pvq=Cg0vZy8xMXpkMzdtbWYy&fvr=1&cs=0&um=1&ie=UTF-8&fb=1&gl=us&sa=X&ftid=0x876c85831db3b8b5:0x126c456793077eca
https://maps.google.com/maps?vet=10CAAQoqAOahcKEwio3_m2wtGWAxUAAAAAHQAAAAAQeA..i&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS776US779&pvq=Cg0vZy8xMXpkMzdtbWYy&fvr=1&cs=0&um=1&ie=UTF-8&fb=1&gl=us&sa=X&ftid=0x876c85831db3b8b5:0x126c456793077eca
https://alamosachamber.com/event-calendar/2026/10/10/slv-regional-airport-fly-in-amp-open-house
https://wingsmuseum.org/events/breakfast-fly-in-tarmac-treats/
https://wingsmuseum.org/events/college-career-symposium-aviation-public-safety-and-engineering/
https://coahs.org/eventcalendar/hall-of-fame-banquet/
https://wingsmuseum.org/events/paint-a-plane/
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Support our Corporate Members 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Become a Corporate Member for $100, click 

here 

 

 

                                                               

https://www.coloradopilots.org/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=612720
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The Division of Aeronautics is happy to announce the release of the 2026 Colorado aviation publications, 

including the Colorado Airport Directory, Colorado Aeronautical Chart, and the 2025 Division of 

Aeronautics Annual Report. 

  

2026 Colorado Airport Directory & Aeronautical Chart 
Hard copies of the Colorado Airport Directory and Aeronautical Chart will be available at airports around 

the state very soon. 

 

Here are some other ways to get your hands on a 

copy: 

• Order your copy on the Division's website. 

  

• Free copies are available at our office located 

at the Colorado Air & Space Port. 

  

• Request an electronic copy of 

the 2026 Colorado Airport Directory by 

emailing Shahn.Sederberg@state.co.us. Please 

include "REQUEST: PDF Version of 2026 CO Airport 

Directory" in the subject line 

The 2026 Colorado Aeronautical Chart introduces the second phase of ten Colorado Mountain Pass VFR 

GPS waypoints. The Colorado Airport Directory now features 25 updated aerial images, along with 

revised noise abatement procedures and expanded information on alternative aviation fuel availability—

updates that are also reflected in the Aeronautical Chart. 

 

https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=ecfdc8b166&e=0450cdeb23
https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=5a5435e2ec&e=0450cdeb23
mailto:shahn.sederberg@state.co.us?subject=REQUEST%3A%20PDF%20Version%20of%202026%20CO%20Airport%20Directory&body=Please%20send%20me%20a%20link%20to%20download%20an%20electronic%20PDF%20copy%20of%20the%20Colorado%20Airport%20Directory.%20
https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=a4cef9d03a&e=0450cdeb23
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2025 Annual Report 
 

 

The 2025 Division of Aeronautics Annual 

Report highlights a year of strong aviation 

activity across Colorado and the resulting 

investments in airport infrastructure, 

safety, education, and emerging 

technologies. Covering January 1 through 

December 31, 2025, the report details 

funding distributions, statewide aviation 

initiatives, and major programs, including 

the Colorado Discretionary Aviation Grant 

Program, Airport Capital Improvement 

Program, and efforts to transition to 

unleaded aviation fuels. It also 

explores advancements in 

sustainability, workforce 

development, and next- generation 

aircraft technologies, showcasing the 

Division’s continued commitment to a safe, 

efficient, and innovative statewide aviation 

system.  

Download: 2025 Aeronautics Division 

Annual Report   

2026 Colorado 

Legislative Districts & Airport 

Maps 
Explore another valuable information source from the Colorado Division of Aeronautics. Get the most 

recent list of Colorado Legislators and the Colorado airports situated within their respective districts. 

 

Download: 2026 Colorado Legislative Districts & Airport Maps 

 

https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=7175fef2c7&e=0450cdeb23
https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=7175fef2c7&e=0450cdeb23
https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=7175fef2c7&e=0450cdeb23
https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=5d704f7c9a&e=0450cdeb23
https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=2ba558bf2b&e=0450cdeb23
https://state.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4d4ab81cda1d77ccd692af2f&id=7a215e20a7&e=0450cdeb23
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FROM THE LINE 

 

 

 

CPA MEMBER ARTICLES
 

Perseverance – Setting and Achieving Goals By Bill Marvel 

Sedona- It’s a Wrap By Loree Schwartz 

2027 is Coming… By Bill Marvel 
 

 

Perseverance – setting and achieving goals 

Bill Marvel, the RV-14A guy 

 

In several past Flight Lines articles I tracked the progress of Calvin Lin, the young man from Taiwan who was 

befriended by CPA members Len Spina and me, as well as many others, encouraging and helping him to 

achieve his ambitious goals.   

 

The most recent article (June 2026 Flight Lines) mentioned that Calvin had diligently pursued both his aviation 

career and the legal process required for him to receive permanent resident status (“green card”) in the U.S.  

Prior to receiving the green card, he was here on a student visa, despite being a captain at SkyWest, flying 76-

passenger Embraer ERJ-175 jets all over the country for that airline.  He continually maintained courses in 

graduate school as his visa required.  In addition to receiving the green card, he also managed to earn a long-

sought training date with United Air Lines in Denver, a two-month process which he recently completed. 
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He’s now flying in the right seat in their 737s.  One of his IOE (Initial Operating Experience) flights was from 

SFO to LAX to Honolulu, back to LAX, then back to Kauai and then to SFO again.  Talk about a big jump – 

from having no turbine time and giving flight instruction of all types here in Grand Junction to being hired by 

SkyWest and now United.   

 

The accompanying photo was taken recently on the date of his wings ceremony at United.  It pictures Calvin, 

his parents and his fiancée, Amber, who all flew in from Taiwan for the event.  He’ll likely be based in San 

Francisco. 

 

For those of you who are young CPA members hesitant to get involved with “old people” in the organization, 

take a moment to think about Calvin.  He arrived in Grand Junction at age 24, and most of the people who 

helped him here were three or four times his age but owned airplanes.  They offered him the opportunity to fly 

and instruct them.  He gave dual, multi and instrument instruction as well as BFRs and IPCs.  And he built 

hours, friends and supporters along the way. 

 

Yes, he did the heavy lifting himself while remaining focused on attaining his goals – building a long-term life 

in the U.S. and eventually flying international routes as a captain for a major U.S. airline.   

 

Calvin showed us how it’s done – by a young man with a huge goal, who arrived in the U.S. at age 19 with no 

established network and faced an unknown future filled with opportunities.  He stayed on course, focused on 

the destination, and it paid off for him just as it can for you.  
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Another one is in the books for those pilots who joined us in Sedona. It started with landing at what is 

considered America’s Most Scenic Airport atop Tabletop Mesa, which is 500 feet above the beautiful red rock 

city of Sedona. 

 

The weather was beautiful, 

though warm.  After getting 

settled in at our lovely hotel with 

pools, hot tubs and nightly 

outdoor music, we headed out 

for a trolley tour of the city. We 

travelled through town, then up 

to the Chapel of the Holy Cross 

which provided us with some 

absolutely magnificent views. 

Scenery was everywhere as we 

passed by the well-known rock 

formations of Snoopy, Coffee Pot and Chimney Rocks.  

A group dinner with drinks rounded out the day as we sat along 

the mountains and watched the sunset. It turned out to be a 

lovely evening, with ice cream to top it off! 

 

Saturday 

began with a 

short drive to 

Clarkdale, 

where we 

boarded our 

private air-

conditioned 

rail car (which included our own bartender!) for a ride through 

the Verde Canyon on the Verde Canyon Railroad. What a fun 

day. The rail trip began with a glass of champagne, 

accompanied by individual charcuterie boards, then ice cream 

and some specialty ice cream drinks made by our bartender. 

The train ride was great fun, beautiful and made for a majestic day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Colorado Pilots Association The Voice of General Aviation  October 2026 

 

 

19 

 

 

To top it off we had dinner at the airport’s Mesa Grill, definitely an upscale 

version of any airport restaurant you may have encountered.  What an 

enjoyable and delicious way to wrap up a trip! 
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Bill Marvel, Fly-in committee chairman 

 

Just this month we’re wrapping up the 2026 Fly-in season with a CPA trip to tour Spirit Engineering in Grand 

Junction.  It was preceded by nine prior events to locations here in Colorado as well as Arizona, Kansas, 

Tennessee and Nebraska.   On each trip we saw new and different scenery, visited locations we likely would not 

have gone to on our own, made new friends, renewed some older ones and yes, we flew our airplanes!  For 

pilots, this is what we dream about – having that winged magic carpet take us to places near and far while doing 

the best things possible for our pilot skills and our aircraft’s health -- flying! 

 

Given my CPA position, it should surprise no one that I love this Fly-in program and look forward every year to 

both planning an event of my own and helping and encouraging others to plan theirs.  That’s my job.  We do 

this as a team that involves me and those volunteer CPA members who step forward and let their enthusiasm 

create these events beneficial to every member.  It bears repeating -- Without hosts, there are no Fly-ins.  

These folks are immensely beneficial to this Association and deserve all the credit I can muster to thank them. 

 

Although 2027 isn’t here yet, it is coming fast as is the January Fly-in Rollout Meeting (not yet scheduled).   I 

encourage all of you to think about candidate flying destinations next year and if possible, to plan an event at 

one of them.  It is not too early!  CPA does not have designated hosts.  Hosts are just ordinary members like 

you who step up to make things happen.  Doing so is not a guessing game but one well defined in our planning 

documents.  They are on the website 24/7 under the Fly-In Activities pull down menu > CPA Fly-in Planning 

selection.  They take you by the hand, step by step, starting with an idea and then building an event around it.  

Hosting Fly-ins is addictive – and it’s a good addiction!  It provides both a great deal of personal satisfaction to 

you and a much-appreciated benefit for your fellow members.   

 

We do this every year.  Step up and make 2027 your year to plan a CPA event! 
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ON THE HORIZON 

 

 

 

CPA FLY-IN NEWS & LISTINGS
 

Wray, Colorado- October 3, 2026 Hosted by The Ian McBeth Foundation 
Alamosa, Colorado- October 10 Hosted by Centric Aviation 

 
 

 

 
                     

 

 

 

 

Is your membership expiring soon? 

Support General Aviation in Colorado! 

 

Renew Your 

Colorado 

Pilots 

Association 

Membership 

Online 

https://coloradopilots.org 

 

Questions or Having Trouble, please contact 

membership@coloradopilots.org 

 

https://coloradopilots.org/
mailto:membership@coloradopilots.org
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Stay up to date with Colorado aviation events here: 

https://bit.ly/COAVevents 

  
 
 

                     
 

 

Check Out the Latest Colorado Pilots Association Board Minutes 

Log in to https://www.coloradopilots.org 

select CPA Member Benefits, then select Meeting Minutes 

    
 

Follow the Colorado Pilots Association on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn 
 

 

 

 

The content in Flight Lines is for general information only and may or may not be accurate.   Pilots and aircraft 

owners and operators must refer to FAA regulations and manufacturers’ instructions and maintenance and operating 

handbooks for authoritative information.   The writings herein present the opinions and advice of the authors only 

and do not reflect the position of the Colorado Pilots Association, Inc. or its officers and directors. 

 

Colorado Pilots Association 

PO Box 200911 

Denver, CO 80220-0911 

512-585-1015 

https://bit.ly/COAVevents
https://www.coloradopilots.org/
https://www.facebook.com/colopilotassociation/
https://www.instagram.com/coloradopilotsassociation/
https://twitter.com/PilotsColorado
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12237547/

